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AIIDA1 VIRAF. 


Ardeshir babega.v* Inning set¬ 
tled lho Persian monarchy h\ the moquer- 
iii*r of (he protinrex, mid (In* pulling to 
death of ninet y kings, who refuM*d in 
knowledge his authority : and Jbeing also 
desirous to establish the national religion 
in its wonted purity, collected together all 
the priests, doctors, &c. qf the Magiatt 
religion, to the amount of forty thousand, 
and addressed them as follows: 

* Sec Note 1. 
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“ Therevolution caused' by the inva¬ 
sion of Alexander having destroyed the 
evidences of our holjT religion, it }i my 
wish that proper penona.be selected 
from out of your' number to collate and 
collect the laws left us by our prophet 
Zeratush*, that we may follow these laws, 
and get rid of the heresies that have 
been from time to time introduced, and 
of tho schisms that exist amongst us; for 
this purpose let a selection be made out 
of your number, that this desirable object 
may be in the end obtained/' Accord¬ 
ing to the king's order four thousand 
were selected out Of tike forty thousand, 
which betig reported to him, he ordered 
another selection to tie made, ° u * of 
the four thousand four hundred were 
chosen, men of the most approved abili¬ 
ties, a! 1 of them being conversant with 
the mysteries of the Zend A vesta. 

t 

♦ 8m NeuS. 



s 


The king being father inteht AtWfW 
ing the moUt able and clevermen^ai** 
pointed to this business, or#j|jjed anbdi«p 
selection to ba made, and ont'of the (bur 
hundred forty only were selected* A still 
farther selection being made, seven t only 
remained ont of the forty, who were men 
of the most holy lives, without blemish, 
and who had nerer y wilfully committed 
the least crime or sin against God or 
man. These seven were .taken before 
the king, who explained to them his 
wishes with respect to the laws, and the 
restoring the true religion of Zeratur*: 
to its ancient purity 1 , but having himself 
also many doubts, be expressed a hope 
that these holy men would be able to 
convmob not only himself, but the popu¬ 
lation of his empire, of thc truth end 
sanctity of the Magi an faith by some 
miracle. The seven holy men assented, 
and having pitched on one of their 
b2 
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number, (be six addressed the king as fol¬ 
lows:—>“ Ardai Viraf, oh king! is ready 
(o convince'you of the truth of our holy 
religion by a miracle, and we beg leave 
to recommend him to your majesty as 
the moNt holy man in your vast empire; 
he has been devoted to the study of 
divine things since the age of seven years, 
and is infinitely our superior in ever} 
tiling; we shall assist him to the best of 
our power in this grand undertaking; 
and for the better understanding of this, 
the soul* of Ardai Viraf will take its 
flight to the presence of God, and wifi 
return with proofs tHat wifi convince the 

t 

nation of the truth and sanctity of the 
!£agian religion.” Ardai Viraf Minted 
unto this, and explained his belief in the 
goodness of God, who would permit this 
miracle to be performed, to retrieve so 
many people from the sin of heresy and 
schism 


• Sec Note 8. 
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The king being well pleased at this 
determination, aecompanied throe holy 
men and the forty thousand priests, with 

bis whole court, to the Temple of Fin*, 

* 

aiul joined with them devoutly in prayer; 
and Ardai Viraf having performed the 
usual ablution**, and attired himself in 
gurinentH of the purest white; also put 
on the Puaam*, ami perfumed himself 
affording to the rites of the Magian reli¬ 
gion, again presented himself, in an atti- 
tude of prayer and humility, before the 
sacred fire. 

At this moment, the sisters of Ardai 
Viraf, seven in number, arrived at the 
temple in tears, and represented to the 
king that Ardai Viraf was their only bro¬ 
ther, whom they all looked up to for 
protection and support; that they had 
heard of his intentjon of leaving them! in 
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order to j^orovrmwj^ .socfa 
presumption hngkt t dr nrtjght not, be ac¬ 
ceptable to Clod, and if their brother did 
not return,' fliey should be left in the 
world Without any protector, as their 

A 

parents were both dead. 

tjie Iun& and the dustoors* assured 
then that th^jr bad nothin^ to fear; that 

their brother was under the special pro- 

■* * 

tection of heaven, and that in seven days 
he jvpuld be restored to tbyn; and bar¬ 
ing reassured them of this, they were dis- . 
missed from the assembly. 

After this the king, with his suite, and 
the forty thousand priests, formed a 
circle round the temple, (which was 
given up entirely to Ardai Viraf and his 
six Associates), for the better preventing 
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of any kind of disturbance or molestation 
being given to these boty men. 

Ardai Viraf having finished his pray«r«» 
reposed himself on a couch prepared for 
him, and his associates brought him 
some consecrated wine in a golden cup. 
and besought him to drink one portion 
out of three in faith and truth; and the 
second portion, with, the same, fear and 
respect, for truth; and the third portion, 
with the promise of .performing only 
good actions. After having drank the 
wine, he composed himself to rest, and 
continued in this state of repose and ab¬ 
straction for seven days and seven nights, 
during which time his six associates con¬ 
tinued watching and in prayer, as well aa 
the forty thousand of the priesthood, 
who, with the king and his court, had 
formed a circle on the outside of the 
temple, to prevent any person approach- 
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ing to disturb the holy persons on the 
inside. 

At the expiration of the seven days 
and nights Ardai Viraf gave some signs 
of animation, and alter some time sat up 
, on the couch, to the great joy of his six 
associates, who saluted him with great 
pleasure; and the king having been made 
acquainted with the circa instance, came 
also to make his congratulations, and 
desired that he would lose no time in in¬ 
forming them of.what.be had seen, that 
they might also understand. Ardai Viraf 
replied, “ I am quite exhausted, oh king! 
with long fasting, but after that I have 
refreshed myself with food, andjfeturned 
thanks to God for his goodness, I will 
relate to you what I have seen on<| 
heard.” Refreshments having been 
brought, of which he partodk, he ordered 
that a writer should ‘be ‘brought, who 



might write down what he should relate 
hoth of heaven and of bell, that all peo¬ 
ple might know the rewards for the 
good, and the punishments that attended 
the wicked doer. 

The writer being seated near Ardai 
Viraf, prepared to write down what ho 
should relate, Ardai Viraf commenced 
his relation as follows: 

After I had drank the consecrated 
wiue, and I had reposed my body to rest, 
and given’my mind op to the adoration 
of God, methongbt my soul took its 
flight towards the holy regions, where 
Serosh xMd* appeared onto me, and 

beckoned me towards him, when, after 

* 

giving and receiving die customary salu¬ 
tations, Sorosh ifead said to me, ‘ You have 
made a long journey in the faith! I am 


• See Note A 
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happy to seeiywif/favthese Messed 
regions, end yeurfesiape from ^hat world 
of wickedness givdtmte grtat pleasure; 
but, Ardai Vinf, you haVe come before 
your dine, what is die occasion? Ardai 
Viraf replied in accents of complacency, 
‘ 1 hare been sent, oh Serosh izad! by 
the king, by the priests, and by the voice 
of the nation in general, on this embassy, 
to know of heaven and bell, in order that 
heresy and schism be banished from the 
earth,'and that the worship of the true 
God be restored to its wonted purity/ 

“ On saying this Serosh isad took 
hold of my arm, and began as (follows: 

* If your heart is clean, and fifth true, 
put yourself in an' ^titude of .ascending/ 
1 immediately lifted one of my feet, as if 
preparing to mount 1 a ladder, when 
Serosh isad again said, * If your tongue 
is free from guile, .lift the other foot,' 
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wfaieh 1 accordingly* .did. Serosh uadi 
again mid, * If your faith ia in 
work*, take the thud step/ .1 did «<*, 
and found myself dote to the Cbunwat 
Phool*, or the Bridge of Life and Death, 
and it appeared to me to be a broad and 
good road. Serosh ixad desired me to 
cast my eyes towards the lower world. 
1 saw the soulf of a good man, that had 
just escaped out of its earthly'tenement, 
and was seated at the bed's head of the 
deceased, and heard it express itself as 
follows: ‘The souls of j good men are 
happy when they die; and as I have en¬ 
deavoured to do good, and have walked 
in the knowledge and loie of God, I am 
now rewarded, for die bridge appears 
plain and broad/ And it had la Ardai 
Viraf the semblance of a garden of 
flowers, and perfumed as if with amber 
and musk, and as a wind that came from 


* See Note 7. 


f See Note 8 



tlie south, in which appeared the coun¬ 
tenance* of * virgin, resplendent with 
beauty, and whose flowing ringlets waved 
in the breezes; my sight fixed on her, 
and I saw her approach the soul that I 
had seen depart; and the soul of the de¬ 
parted having perceived this beautiful 
vision, felt glad and pleased; and being 
assured, ,by the benignity visible in the 
countenance, addro8ned.itin those words: 
* Who are you? I never saw any thing so 
beautiful in the lower world.' Hie appa¬ 
rition replied, * You have lived well and 
righteously; 1 am compounded of your 
\irl ues, and shall become still more beau¬ 
tiful in pourtraying the faith, hope, and 
charity in which you have lived, the care 
with which you have preserved the sacred 
fire, and the zeal with which you have 
performed alt the ceremonies prescribed 
by the laws, as handed down by the 


. • See Note ft 



prophet Zeratuah/ The complacency 
with which this was littered caused plea¬ 
sure and good wiU towards each other, 
and inspired the sotil of the departed 
with implicit confidence, that they jour¬ 
neyed across the bridge together hand in 
hand. The first step they took placed 
(hem in Sitar pia*, (the second heaven); 
the second step they found themselves in 
Ma pia, (the third heaven): the third step 
in KoorOiad pin, (the fourth heaven), and 
the fourth step in Creroos man, (the fifth 
heat on.) When Scrosli izud laid hold 
of my arm, (Ardai Viraf now talks of 
himself), and we proceeded to the top 
of the bridge, one side of whieh appeared 
in full splendour of light, and the other 
in total darkness, when I Heard a strong 
and extraordinary voice, which, on look¬ 
ing forwards, I perceived to come from 
a d«(f t, that was chained with a collar 


• Note 10. 
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end chain of gold, near the light side of 
the bridge. 1 was at first afraid of his 
barking* 'and of the huge teeth he dis¬ 
played, and said to 'myself this monster 
may devour me; but on reflection, I said 
why should he do me harm, I have 
walked in truth and holiness all my life, 
why should 1 be afraid! 

“ Serosh izad now spoke to me in en 
couraging accents, * Do’nt be alarmed; 
you that have lived so Uolily con have no 
cause for fear; you are under the especial 
protection of God, and I am with you, 
and Dham isad* is also near you, and 
Roshni . izad, and Ashtad izad, and Nice 
Vay and Deeu izad are also with you, 
and Ader Korac is not far off.* 1 then 
addressed them all, (for on Serosh izad’s 
naming them they had become visible), 
and asked them, ‘ Why is this dog here! 


•.See Koto IS. 
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for what purpose is be here placed? end 
why does he make so great a noiaef to 
which Serosh iaad replied, 'He makes 
this noise to frighten Ahrimau*, and 
keeps watch here to prevent Ms ap¬ 
proach ; his name is Zeriug Goash, and 
the devils shake at his voice; and any 
soul that has, during Us residence in the 
lower world, hurt or ill used, or destroyed 
uny of these animals, is prevented by 
Zeriug Goash any further proceeding 
across the bridge; and Ardat Viraf, when 
you return again to the world, as one of 
the first duties, enjoin the taking care of 
these animals. 1 On saying this Serosh 
iaad took hold of me by the ami, and led 
me forward across the bridge, when the 
throne of Mehr ixad*f* came in view, with 
Roshiu iaad standing by him, holding in 
his hands the scales of justice, made of 
pure gold, and having on his right hand, 

• Sec Now 18. f See Note 14. 
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and on his left, fire thousand angels, and 
whose different petitions he can bear at 

once, and if written can see at one 

* 

glance. 1 Haring saluted, and having mj 
salutation returned, the attending angels 
surrounded me, and thus addressed me: 
* Oh, Ardai Viraf! your time Is not yet 
come; how and by what means have you 
roine this far?’ I answered, ‘ I have come 
thus far hy the assistance of God, at the 
request of my king Ardeshir Babegan, of 
the priests, and of the people, to collect 
nod report the wonders of heaven and 
hell; (hat I may see thin die truth ih.iv 

V * 

h these means he again restored to the 
earth, and heresy and wiekedness ba¬ 
nished for mor.’ 

“ At this time 1 perceived the soul that 
I had before met with, ami also a groat 
and resplendent light, in the midst of 
which were placed all those of my family 
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who had departed iti the true faith; (he) 
approached me with pleasure and rejoic¬ 
ing, and thus addressed me: * You have 
also escaped from the lower world, that 
abounds with sin and pain, and have 
route to these happier regions, where the 
wore of joy and gladness is only heard.' 
Whilst conyersing in this manner, the 
Iliihman inn Shasfund* appeared, 

n imI taking no by the arm said, * 1 will 
* 

•'how y n the golden ihroee, w hose name 
1 v Arsh Khiiimt I Aceordingl) 1 went 
witli lorn to the higher ’’egioiis, where 1 
-aw a till one o resplendent that 1 ant 
ijuiti unahlo to describe: the awe v. ,th 
which it inspired me, or the sensations 
ot pleasure that 1 felt; the throne was 
surrounded by myriads of ministering an¬ 
gels. Serosh i/ad said to me, * Make \our 
obeisance to the throne of Ciod,’ winch 1 
accordingly did. with an humble mind 

* S-c N< :t- 1Note 1C. 
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tnd grateful heart, and was conducted 
back to Chunwoot Phool, by Serosh izad; 
where on one side of the bridge I saw a 
great multitude, standing in their proper 
vestments, in an attitude of apathy and 
indifference. I immediately inquired of 
Serosh izad who they were, and for what 
purpose they were there collected. He 
replied, ‘ the name of this place is Ha. 
migfitn behest*, or the first heaven; and 
the people you see will there remain 
until the day-f- of judgment. They are 
those whose good works exactly coun¬ 
terbalance their evil ones; but if either 
preponderated, they would go to either a 
better or worse place. This is their 
punishment, and they are exposed to the 
vicissitudes of heal and cold, and feel 
most acutely their situation/ 

“ Serosh izad then brought me unto 

4 Sw Note 17. 


t See Note 18 . 





Sitae pia behest*, when I saw a great con* 
course of people, whose countenances 
shone like as many stars. I inquired of 
my conductor who are these people, and 
why are they placed here? Serosl* izad 
replied, ‘ The souls that you see here be¬ 
longed to those who were blessed with 
riches, and who did good with them, but 
not so much as they might have done; 
and this from no unwillingness to do 
good, hut from indolence, and want of 
activity; they are here placed, and can 
never leave it/ 

* 

“ Serosh izad then took me to Malt 
pia behest-f- (the third heaven) when f 
saw a great ntimber of souls, and the 
light emitted from their countenances re¬ 
sembled that of the moon in full splen¬ 
dour. 1 inquired of Scrosli izad * What 
place is this, and whose are the souls 


+ See Note £0, 


c 2 


* See Nolo 19- 



20 


here collected?* to which he replied, 
* name of this place is Mah pia be¬ 
hest, (or the third heaven); and the souls 
you see here are those of the good, and 
well intentioned, but who from indolence 
performed the worship of the true God 
in a careless and negligent manner; here 
they are destined to remain for ever, but 
with the knowledge of there being a still 
higher reward; and also of knowing dial 
if they had performed their duty more 
carefully in the lower world, that they 
might have attained a still higher reward.' 

«We then proceeded farther, and 
came to a place whose unusual splendour 
dimmed my sight, when I saw a great 
number of souls dressed in rich habili¬ 
ments, and all seated on golden thrones. 
I inquired of Serosh izad the name of 
the place, aud what good actions those 
people had performed, to make them 



'll 

worthy of so splendid a destination. 
* They appear to me like so many kings.’ 
Ti> which Sprosh i/.ad replied, ‘This place 
is called Kooshad pia behest*, (or the 
fourth heaven): the souls who here reside 
are of men who have walked in the ways 
of holiness and devotion all their lives, 
and have performed all the duties en¬ 
joined hy the laws with zeal and activity, 
for which they arc rewarded in the man¬ 
ner von see.’ 


" Wo then went forward, and came to 
a place of such splendour that nothing 
else was visible: and in the contempla¬ 
tion of sucb splendour iny sight failed, 

and mv limbs and mv senses became con- 
* * h 

fused. Serosh izad reassured me, and 
lold me * This is the place of Purwa 
degar-f or Ozmusd; make your saluta¬ 
tions:’ which I did by prostrating myself 


* 
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in the most humble and grateful manner; 
and soon after a voice, in a tone of good¬ 
ness and complacency, issued from out of 
the midst of the light, and addressed 
Serosh ixad, and said to him, ‘ Show and 
explain to Ardai Viraf the secrets of hea¬ 
ven and hell, and support and comfort 
him.’ The voice also restored to me tin- 
foil use of my senses, which had become 
eon fused; and Serosh i/ad gave me a 
lozenge* to eat, which buried in obliviou 
all that hail passed in the other world, 
and turned my thoughts only towards 
fa'oj; and I found myself, hy its virtues, 
enabled to encounter the splendour of 
the place without pain, or fear and trem¬ 
bling. After having made another obei¬ 
sance. we made some steps backward, 
and perceived at a distance another light, 
in the midst of which appeared Ardehe- 
hcsi uni Shasfund | , coining towards us. 


' s,r Note 2:i 
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I was preparing to salute him, but was 
prevented by bis first saluting me, by 
saying, ‘ Ob, Ard.ii Yiraf! I hope you are 
well; I am much rejoiced iu meeting you 
in this place, and in such good company; 
and at the same time, I am sorry to bo 
forced to remind you of your bating put 
wet wood on the sacred lire.' To which 
I replied, ‘ 1 hate now no reeollection of 
hating done so, nor any recollection of 
wind I did in tin* lower world, but it is 
impressed on my mind, ami 1 always 
made it a rule to select the best and 
driest wood for that purpose.' 

* v Ardcbeliest replied, ‘ Let tills be a 
constant rule, that tin* wood for the 
sacred fire be always a twcltetnoriih old.* 

4 

“ After which Serosh izad ami Arde- 
beliest took hold of mv arm, ami we 

V 

proceeded forward, and eame tu a riter, 
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which they told me was composed of the 
juices that issued out of the wet wood*, 
and yielded an offensive smell; and Arde- 
behest again said to me, * Take care that 
the burning of dry wood is inculcated/ 

" From hence we proceeded to Gcroon 
man I*, (the fifth heaven), which appeared 
to mo to lie composed of diamonds and 
rubies, and the splendour of which sur¬ 
passed that of the sun at noon day, and 
hnre resemblance to the Hashes of uiid 
liphlnin^. I inquired of Kurnsh izad 
* What place is (his? aud what jjems arc 
those which 1 see?’ Nernsh izad replied, 

‘ This is Grroos man, the residence of 
the truly faithful. The gems represent 
their urines, hut their souls are absorbed 
in the splendour which cannot he seen/ 

I was then carried forward by my two 

' Sor Note ^5. t See Note 2fi. 
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conductors, and emnc to Aser Uosliui *, 
(the sixth hcnveu), where an immense 
number of souls were collected, clothed 
in dresses of gold and silver, and golden 
crowns on their heads, and their counte¬ 
nances cmilted a mild splendour, and 
they smiled with complacency and benig¬ 
nity on me, so (hat 1 became lightsome 
and full of gladness. I inquired of 
Scrosh izad and Ardebehcst uni Shas- 
fuml. 1 Mho are these people? and what 
were their good works, ihui (hey are 
thus rewarded ?' To which they replied. 
‘ J'hesi* art* the souls of those who prac¬ 
tised the virtues of liberality and gene¬ 
rosity ; and who searched out proper 
objects for the exercise of their benevo¬ 
lence, w Inch whs alvvay > done wiihont 
ostentation and from the purest motives; 
they searched out the widow and orphan, 
and protected them; ami who have walked 


* Srr Srtr 57. 
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in the way of holiness all their lives/ The 
eonlomplation of their reward inspired 
me with an exalted sense of their happi¬ 
ness, and I said to myself, here I will 
remain; hut Serosh izad laid hold of my 
arm at the moment that I had formed 
such wish, and impelled me forward, 
when I saw another vast concourse of 
people, clothed in robes of divers colours, 
which appeared to me as garments of 
light: they were seated on thrones, and 
their eountenances threw out radiances 
us brilliant as the sun and moon. They 
were eon versing together in tones of com¬ 
placency and gladness. I inquired of 
Serosh i/ad ‘ Whose souls arc these?’ to 
which he replied, ‘ They are the souls of 
those who haie preserved the sacred fire 
and water in all its purity : aud who have 
never omitted the prayers* at the ap¬ 
pointed times: and yvho have practised 
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tin* exercise of the live senses*-' ill the 
best hi»! purest manner. This is the 
plan* appointed for them in Aser Koshni,’ 
(the sixth heaven.) 

Wc then journeyed onwards, and 
came to another piac*c, where a vast num¬ 
ber of souls were collected, who, were 
arrayed in new test incuts of the purest 
white, and adorned with pearls and 
jewels of high price : they were walking 
around on the Helds of Kther, aud their 
countenances pour!raved an effulgence of 
light which showed the state of happiness 
and Miss they enjoyed. 1 then inquired 
of Serosh i/.ad, * Whose are those souls 
that are destined to such a blessed re¬ 
ward. and who are arrayed in such pomp?' 
Serosh i/ad replied, ‘ These are the souls 
of good princes and legislators, who have 
governed well, and who hate studied the 


* Set-Note 39. 
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good and the real interests and welfare 
of their subjects; who have protected the 
poor, promoted and rewarded the de¬ 
serving, and punished the oppressor with 
the utmost rigour; who performed good 
works, and protected the priests, and ob¬ 
served all (lie rites of the Masdian* faith.’ 

I was extremely glad to find that good 
princes were thus rewarded, and express¬ 
ed my satisfaction to Serosli izad. I was 
then impelled forward, and came to an¬ 
other place, where a great multitude of 
souls were assembled; they were all 

V 

sealed on thrones, and supported hv pil¬ 
lows) ; the thrones were surrounded by 
angels, and the splendour of the place 
was very great. i inquired of Scrosh 
i/iul. who tl»e\ were that were thus seated 
in that splendid and easy manner? to 
which he replied, ‘These are the souls 
of good priests, governors, and of those 


• So- N..u m 
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employed in the duties of religion. They 
are under my particular charge, and I 
delight in ministering to them; but I 
am tin* eneuiy of all those who neglect 
those duties.' After hating made a 
salutation to them, 1 was impelled fiup¬ 
ward !>v Nerosh izad. and came to a 

V 

plaee that was wholly inhabited by the 
souls of women, who were all clothed in 
embroidered garments, and adorned with 
pearls, diamonds, and all kinds of pre- 
eioiis stones; on their heads were placed 
crowns of gold, and their countcnanee 
was illumined with gladness, and flu'V 
were amusing themselves hv walking 
about, and conversing in tin* mo>t playful 
manner. I inquired of Serosli izad who 
they were that tiod had so rewarded? 
to which he replied, * Those souls that 
you see here are those of good women; 
those who were faithful to their hushaud* 
during their lives, and who never departed 
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from virtue either in thought or act, and 
who were contented in the station allotted 
to them; and performed all the duties 
prescribed by the Masdian religion. This 
is the reward that God has appointed for 
them; the station to which Omnipotence 
has allotted them/ I was much gratified 
by this relation, and after having blessed 
them we departed. 

“ 1 then journeyed forwards, aecom- 
| rallied by Serosh izad anil A rile behest 
uin Stmsfuml, and saw in another place a 
great number of souls assembled, whose 
countenance lied in splendour with the 
sun and moon : they were clothed in gar¬ 
ments of gold and silver, and surrounded 
with warlike instruments of all descrip¬ 
tions, formed of gold and silver, and other 
costly materials, with which they were 
amusing themselves, as they had been 
used to do in the lower world. 1 was 
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much pleased with their appearance, and 
of the benevolence that shone from their 
countenance, and I inquired of my two 
conductors who they were, that enjoyed 
themselves in those blessed regions, in 
so delightful a manner? to which they 
answered, “ Those are the souls of de- 
par led heroes and warriors, who, though 
they ha\c destroyed ami conquered many 
people, yet did nothing wantonly or 
cruelly, or imagined any wickedness; and 
wEin always protected the widow and 
orphan, and succoured the poor and dis¬ 
tressed. For those irood actions tjqd 
has rewarded them in this distinguished 
man tier’ 

** 1 then proceeded forward, led by my 
two conductors, Serosh i/ad and A rdc be¬ 
hest uitt Shasfund, ami came to another 
place, w hero a lar^e coucour&euf souls wera 
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Collected. The place appeared like a 
spacious garden, planted with trees and 
shrubs of various kinds, and rivulets and 
clear springs running between them; the 
trees were filled with singing birds, who 
rent the air with their melodious notes, 
and the springs sent out the scent of 
roses, the bottoms of which were studded 
with the most precious gems, over which 
glided fish of gold and silver hues; the 
garden itself was filled with groups of 
musicians, who made the air resound with 
their sprightly notes, to which others 
danced, and the whole scene spoke the 
utmost enjoyment. I inquired of my 
guides, * Who are those who taste such 
exquisite happiness, and for what good 
works is such reward assigned? to which 
they replied, ‘ They are those who made 
it their business in the lower world to 

kill and destrov all manner of noxious* 

* 
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animal*. reptiles, and insects that are 
inimical to man for which this is the re¬ 
ward.’ J was so mtich pleased with this 
delightful place, that I said to myself, 
this place is m\ soul’s desire, and that I 
may he similarly awarded, 1 also will be- 
eome a destroyer* of reptiles. 

“ We then proceeded forward, and 
rame to another place, that appeared to 
he elothed in eternal verdure. Its beau¬ 
tiful appearance gave to mv thoughts a 
wonderful degree of complaceney and 
gratitude to Cfod for all his goodness, 
Mere the Kehau l' was conspicuous, yield¬ 
ing the most odouriferous frugrance; the 
lime tree, and the orange also, shell their 
odours around; here, under the shade of 
lofty trees, were seated a vast concourse 
of people, who were ministered to and 
attended by the most beautiful females. 

* See Note iki. + See N\,te ;J4 
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who were array ('(I in cosily habits of gold 
and silver, with crowns of gold on their 
heads; hands of musicians also sounded 
their various instruments, and every 
thing around had the appearance of joy 
and <Hadnc.SK. Here I exclaimed, ‘ Ever* 
place 1 route to is more extraordinary, 
and each one is surpassed by the other. 
1 then deniunded of Serosh izad, ‘ Who 
are those who enjoy themselves in this 
delightful manner? their good works, no 
doubt, liave been of the highest, as their 
reward is.’ Serosh izud replied, ‘ These 
are the poor and It u in hie, the husband* 
man and tin* peasant, who have followed 
the true wav, fulfilled the duties allotted 
to them with activity aud zeal, and have 
walked in the ways of righteousness all 
die days that they sojourned in the Idwer 
world; over whom presides the angel 
Espendar Mud um Shasfund*, by whose 
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order the ft*mull' angels an* ministering 
to thrill.' 1 thru pereehed Kspetidtir 
Mud, and hawng saluted him, I said to 
him, ‘ I low happy are ihosr souls who 
partake of your suprriiitendunee/ I thru 
om\ed forwards, accompanied hy Serosh 
izud, and ramr to another place, where a 
great concourse of people were assem- 
hlrd. all of whom were seated on sepa¬ 
rate thrones, adorned with gold ami 
siher. whirh gate them ihe appearance 
of so inanv kin^s. with their several 
suites and atti'iidants. all of whom were 
differenth hahited in *;arinen1s of rich 
stuffs, ormuneuti’d with gold, si her, and 
precious stones. Hcside them severally 
stood a horse ready caparisoned, with 
gold bridle ami stirrups, ami otherwise 
adorned with rosily i rap pi tigs. I was so 
well pleased with the appearattee of these 
happy souls, and of the visible content 
and pleasure that beamed from their 
i> ii 



countenances, that 1 inquired of my con¬ 
ductors ‘ Who are those that enjoy such 
pre-eminence, and who appear to be so 
happy?’ Serosh i/ad replied, ‘ Those are 
die souls of herdsmen, shepherds, and 
others that were employed in the lower 
world in the cart' and supermtemlanec of 
(he several domestic animals; and who 
performed their duties to them in the 
most exemplar) iiiuiiner, by ministering 
(wildly to them in their several wants, 
and h\ not neglecting them in their old 
age, or when assailed ley sickness; hy 
affording them protection from beasts 
of prc>; by sheltering them from the 
storms, and shading them from the too 
powerful rays of the suu; and hy giv¬ 
ing (in good will uud without ostenta¬ 
tion) their product*, which they did not 
retpiirc tlicmsehes, to the poor and 
ueedv. This, oh, Ardai Viral! is the 
place appoint oil, and the reward assigned, 
to those who hau* performed those works 
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uliieli are pleasing anti meritorious in 
the eyes of (iod.’ 

*■* After having told and explained 

these things to me. Serosh izad look me 

h\ the arm. and said. ‘ Turn \«ur 

* * 

thoughts, (th, Ardai Virafl towards <iod, 
and walk upwards three pacesw hich 
tun injr done, 1 found myself in Ami 
(iiirra Kostina hehest*. for the seventh 
heaven), in tin 1 midst of a garden, whose 
[Tates were of tnirnistied *;old, tin* trees 
and flowers of which shed sneli delicious 
odours as ipiite bewildered nn senses; 
toTe were seen tin* rose, tin 1 tulip, the 
h\acinfli, the jasmin, the violet, the nar¬ 
cissus, the eentfoil. and many others of 
[Treat hcaiity and fragrance. All kinds 
of fruit wen 1 also iu the (greatest profu¬ 
sion: here were seen ttie eoolinjr orange, 
and tin; luscious jrrnpe. the date and 
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pomegranate, and every kind of refreshing 
fruit and scented firmer, distilling such 
delightful fragrance as baffles further 
description. The trees were also filled 
with the most delightful of the feathered 
rare, some with unrivalled plumage, 
others with the most melodious voices, 
which rjuite enchanted me, and filled my 
soul wilh admiration, and my heart with 
gratitude. 

u AVe then proceeded forward, and I 
saw a building, that shone like the sun in 
its fullest radiance, being studded with 
diamonds, pearls, emeralds, and all the 
different hinds of precious stones. In 
the rent re of the building was a golden 
throne, sum i it tided with r hairs ; on the 
throne was seated the prophet Zeratush 
and by his side were standing his three 
sous. Assiid A vaster, Ozwur foor. ami 


* S(V Notr H7- 
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Knorshed ehehar; 1 also saw the soul of 
Jemshid, at (eliding on the prophet; u!so 
Kai kohad, Kous Kvanish, Kio murs*, 
Feridouii, Gushtaspi', Iloushmi^, .1e- 
rnasp, Ileerurh, Ajjrarus, Medinmuh, Xo 
Tim asp, Ker ehusp, Ferehotee, Lohrasp, 
Ohan<;ra<;aeli, Kuhnian, l)arah, Dara, ami 
Seeawuek. Here 1 put up a prayer to 
God, that it mi^hl please him to allot me 
a plaee amongst those who were so hi<rlil s > 
distinguished; and 1 addressed iiim self to 
rriv conductors, and said to them, v Uorc 
I u til remain, ami rHnni no mon k to dm 
world ludmv lo which Nerosli i/ad rr- 

4 

plied, ’ Oh, Ardui \ iraf! God, who 
knows \mti* heart, ami the jjood works 
\(»u haw* alreadv wrought, will no donht 
destine Mill tit this plaee, lint at present 
ton, oh. Anlai \ iraf! who are the most 
taunired nt mortals, lime other duties to 
lulfil; tin* kinis expeetinj; wm, and the 

Nx .Nutt* ,L St-t' N'tift; 
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fate of a whole nation depends on the 
termination of jour mission/ As Serosii 
izad spoke these words, a most resplen¬ 
dent Ughl appeared at a little distance 
from ns, and an invisible voice said, in 
accents of harmony and kindness, ‘ Lot 
every care he taken of Ardai Yiraf, and 
conduct him also to the place of punish- 
incuts, that, he may he enabled to report 
to the king the nature of them, as well as 
of the rewards for good works, that the 
nations may Know them, and sin no 
more.’ 

4 * i was then impelled forward hy my 
two conductors, who commenced a fami¬ 
liar conversation with me, and gave me 
much information and good advice. 

‘ Witlu nil trouble nothing can he at¬ 
tained.' said Sero.sh i/.ad : * the poor day- 
labourer is worthy of his hire, and those 
who perform good works will have their 
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reward in eternal life, according to their 
several merit».* He continued, * The 
life of uiun is of short duration, and many 
troubles ami anxieties fall to his lot ; and 
a man after fifty years of prosperity and 
happiness, may he. hy some miforscen 
aerident, red need to siekness and po¬ 
verty Manx are tried hv ihi* criterion, 

i * » 

and )>Ht fen are found norths. To suf- 

* 

fer a day of pain, after lift\ years of plea- 
>ure. is loo murh for them, and they 
eoiiiplain. in l>itterness of spirit, to the 
Creator of all «joml. of his injustice 
and criiclfv. without reinemherini; the 
♦food they lane so lonj; enjoyed, or rail¬ 
in''' to mind the eternity of punishment 
in reserve for the nicked. Therefore, 
oh. Ardai \ iraf! walk yourself in the 
path' of righteousness, and teach others 
also to do so. Keeolleet that your hody 
will return to dust, hut that your soul, if 
rich in good works, will mount to immor- 
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talify, aiul partake of the happiness you 
have already witnessed. Take less care 
of your body,and more of your soul; the 
pains and aches of the body are easily 
cured, but who can minister to the dis¬ 
eases of the soul? When you set out on 
a journey in the lower world you provide 
yonrseltes, and take with you money, 
dot lies, provisions, and are prepared 
against all the exigencies of the road, 
hut what do you provide yoursehes with 
for your last journey, for the journey of 
the soul from the lower to the upper 
world ; and whose friendship haw* you 
to assist you on the way? Hear, oh, 
Ardai Viral'! and I will describe to \ou 
the provisions requisite for the voyage to 
eternal life. 

4 In the tirst place, the friend who will 
assist you is God; but to attain bis 
friendship you must walk in his way s. and 



place in tiim the tirmesl reliance. The 

provisions imi^f In* faith ami hope, and 

the remembrance of \our frond works. 

The Inul\, oh. Ardai Yirafl max he 

likened unto a horse, ami the sold to its 

rider, and the provisions requisite (or 

the support of both are jjnnd actions; 

but as with a feeble rider the horse is 

ill managed, so with a foeIde horse the 

rider is hut ill aeeoniinodated, eare oufjht 

to be taken that both are kept in order, 

so. in a spiritual sense, the soul and Imd}' 

must tie kept in order h> a suecession of 

flood art ions, Even in the world tlie 

multitude would sneer at a man who 

took more eare of his horse than of hint* 

self; for this reason a man oiijfht to take 

more eare of his soul than of his hod\. 

* 

(tod, oh, Ardai \iraf! requires only two 
things of the sons of men: the first, that 
thc\ should not sin; the next, that thex 
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should be grateful for the many blessings 
He is continually bestowing on them. 

‘ Let (he world, oh, Ardni Yiruf! be 
taught not to set their hearts on the 
pleasures and vanities of life, ns nothing 
enn be eurncii away with tl ‘in. You 
have already seen the rewards given to 
the good and deserving; how they have 
been repaid for all their trouble; the 
poor and the rieli, the king and the pr., 
sant, here reeeive honours and dislite 
lions, aeeording to their good work* 
Tiie herdsman and shepherd, you have 
seen their condition. 

* In youth, and in tin 1 prime of mate 

hood, when blessed will) health and 

vigour, you suppose that your strength 

will never fail; that vottr riehes. vour 

■ * 

hinds, your houses, and your honours, 
will remain for ever; that your gardens 
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wifi Iti' always jrreeii, and \nur vineTanl* 
truiifid; hut, oh. Ardai Viral ! ieaelt them 
nm to think mi: feaeh them the daiijrer 
of r.lt ,'i win tif thinking iill. all. will 
pas- aw a v a ■ -1 - 


lilt 'iouit'- null', ami ; i r lessons 
■ mi ■ id. in d‘al hr i iiliwiii:n^ in Mrnfil 
!i\ —\i .i. ilit- World itself will puss ;*mua, 
ais! nothin^ w ill remain imt (iod! 

I k'vfoiv. nil. A id a i \ iraf! turn nuir 

•r 

daini^lit-. mdy Inward" Him. No pleu- 
win kit ini-, its r(meomitant pain; roses* 
kit i! 'UP', ;*■ d honours tall into dis- 
i;i'iin It i" pleasant to drink wine. hut 
!it(‘r\u itioit hi'in^s pain, if not disgrace : 
if vm * ■.(■red in eating. this also hrinjffc 
it* punishment. and you must have a 
doctor: even if you drink the purest 
water to excess, it engenders dropsy; 
therefore, let the at oidunce of excess in 



etery iliin;' be most particularly incul¬ 
cated ; in wine or women, in eating ami 
drinking: though they l*riu*j own 
punishment in the world, by the diseases 
they engender. vet they encourage the 
most deadly sins, and the soul >o indulg¬ 
ing will most assuredly he eni oil from 
hcsncn. So yon sec, oh, Ardai \iraf! 
that the indulgence of our passions brings 
no pleasure of long duration, or im¬ 
presses any good senliment on the heart. 

* If after praying to tiod for offspring, 
and He has granted your request, into 
what n sea of trouble mid anxiety are you 
plunged: your son or daughter may grow 
up in yicious habits, aud iniliitter your 
days by their uudiitiful conduct; the one 
may become a thief, the other a courte¬ 
zan, and bring disgrace on your old age. 
Tlie bee that produces honey has also a 
sting. 
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1 Th t world composed uj ma- 

rici'. ,mtl of passions tin* umst ungovern¬ 
able if find give* them one tliinjjf, cw'ii 

that ('*r which thcv most desire. (hex are 
1 * 

mil 'iiii'lied. hut are emitimiallv craving 
tur more mid mure, tn a hundred fold 

Avarice ami ambition deprive them 

"i sleep ami present them front making 

a iamlahh 1 exertion to subdue these 

dreadful passions, which will plunge 

llieio in eiertaslitio miserv 
^ * 

'A kin*; who has eoiitpter**d all the stir-, 
rounding eountrieB. si<;hs beeuu.se he has 
no more worlds to subdue. Kai Kous, 
alter having compiercd many countries, 
aspired to he a kin^ in heaven, and Has 
punished for his presumption by a dread¬ 
ful full, which made him sensible of his 
folU. 



\n 

4 So jou oil, Ardai Viral’! that con¬ 
tent is the) happiest condition of man, 
and the most pleasing to the Creator; 
and treasure the adtice I have given you; 
and as you return to the lower world, in¬ 
culcate these precepts, and abide by the 
laws, and walk In the way of truth and 
holiness, and continue in the worship of 
the true God.* 

“ Serosli izad having concluded, we 
stepped'forward, ami saw a great con¬ 
course of souls assembled, all of whom 
Were clothed in flowing garments of 
white, adorned with embroidery of gold 
and silver, and the angels Aban izad*, 
and Adur izad-f, and Murdad uin Shus- 
fund, (the angel of death), standing near 
them. The assemblage of souls that I 
saw in this place were all seated on 
thrones supported by cushions, and the 


* See Note 40. 


f See Note 41. 



*!!> 

place itself was filled with odours of musk 
mill amber; they were enjoying them¬ 
selves in conversation on tin* most pleas¬ 
ing subjects, and contentment and resig¬ 
nation beamed from their countenances, 
ami the angels Indore mentioned were 
ministering to them. 1 inquired of my 
conductors, Serosh izad and Ardcbeliest 
uni Shasfund, who they were that were thus 
rewarded. The angels replied, ‘ Those 
tire the souls of those gmeruors who have 
been unremitting in their desire to do 
(food, and to perform good actions; those 
who hate dug wells, canals, and buik 
aqueducts; and who erected caravanse¬ 
rais-j-, and resting places for the wearied 
traveller; laid out gardens for the com¬ 
fort of the |K*nr, anti not wantonly de¬ 
stroyed trees and plants; tod have pre- 

+ 

served with care the snored fire, and per¬ 
formed the duties of religion with cheer- 

* $w Note *2. f Sc< Sde 49 . 
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fulness, attending 1 to the doctrines of our 
prophet Zeratusb, and respecting him as 
the servant of the Most High/ 

“ From thence I proceeded forward 
with my two conductors, and came to 
another place, where we saw a vast multi¬ 
tude of souls collected, whose beautiful 
countenances emitted the most brilliant 
rays, each of them appearing like a sun 
in the firmament; their clothing also ap¬ 
peared as if of light. They flitted about 
on the light aether, and had the appear¬ 
ance of youths of fifteen years of age, 
their countenances pourtraying all the in¬ 
nocence and playfulness of that age. 
Above were seen ranges of apartments 
destined for them, glittering with, light 
and splendaur,*wbich delighted the heart, 
and filled my mind with gratitude. 


“ I inquired of Serosh izad, * Who are 



these that are immersed in this sea of 
light, and who are so happy and con¬ 
tented ? show me the good works which 
■ they performed to entitle them to so 
splendid a destiny/ To which he replied, 

“ These are the souls of those who ex¬ 
erted themselves in the cause of the poo* 
and of the distressed, of the widow and 
the orphan. This is the reward allotted 
to them. Here they live in perpetual 
youth, as their virtues,' never to be for¬ 
gotten, are stamped on the memory, and 
remain written in the, hearts of die poor 
that they have succoured, the distressed 
whom they have relieved, and the widow 
and orphan whom they have protected/ 

“ Ardai Viraf now being told by his 
conductors that he had seen all the 
secrets of heaven, exclaimed, ‘ Hew I 
am delighted with what I have seen, and ' 
with the favour that has been shown me! 
s2 
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How can I show my gratitude to the 
Most High, (for enabling me to perform 
this arduous embassy), than by promising 
, to walk in the. ways of truth and holiness 
all my days! 

“ Sorosh izad and Ardebehest um 
Shasfund now desired me to prepare my¬ 
self to sec the punishments that were in¬ 
flicted on the wicked, and taking hold of 
my arm, impelled mo downwards, and 
we presently came to a river of foetid 

wafer, that emitted the most pestilential 

* 

yapours, (my conductors told me that it 
was of the depth of nine lances*), and 
on it floated a tast number of soulsj in 
all the agony of drowning, many of them 
sinking, and all of them in the greatest 
agitation, calling on God, and complain¬ 
ing of their lot; but all was lost in the 
winds, nobody beard tbcm, or paid atten- 


* See Note 44. 
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tion to their complaints; no person came 
to their assistance, all their cries were 
unavailing. All kinds of noxious reptiles, 
with which the river abounded, gave 
them not a moment's respite, and they 
were carried down the stream, notwith¬ 
standing their cries and lamentations. I 
felt astonished and humbled by this sight, 
and pity fbr their sufferings entered into 
my heart, and I inquired of my conduc¬ 
tors who they were that had merited so 
severe a punishment, and what was the 
name of the river; to which Serogh izad re- 
plied, ‘ The river that you see before you 
is composed of the tears* of mankind; 
tears shed (against the express command 
of the Almighty) for the departed ; there¬ 
fore, when you return again'to the earth, 
inculcate this to mankind—that, to grieve 

w 

immoderately for the departed is, in, the 
sight of God, a most henious sin; and 
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the river is constantly increased by this 
folly, every tear making the poor wretches 
who float on it more distant from ease 
and relief. 

‘ To pray for the souls of the deceased 
is a duty we owe them, and is pleasing to 
God, but to cry and mourn is sinful in 
His sight. Hope is not denied to the 
children of men, and faith in the justice 
of the Almighty ought to banish regret/ 
Sefbsh icad here paused, and 1 was taken 
by my two conductors to the foot of 
'Chunwat Phool, and my sight being 
directed to the dark side of the bridge, I 
perceived a soul* that had escaped from 
its earthly tenement, and Was seated at 
'the bed’s head of the deceased. It com¬ 
plained, in the most piteous accents, of 
its forlorn state; * Where shall 1 go? who 
will receive me? Even when confined in 


* See Note 46. 
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my narrow case on earth, I was never in 
such a pitiful dilemma! Here I am tor¬ 
mented by all manner of demons, who 
’ have attempted to take me to hell, even 
before the days of my probation are 
ended!' After having finished these ex¬ 
clamations, I saw it creep along in fear 
and trembling, and presently a wind came 
sweeping along, loaded with the most 
pestilential vapours, even as it were from 
the boundaries of hell; which all the 
souls who were near fied with the utmost 
expedition. In the midst of this wind 
appeared a form of the most demonical 
appearance; it had teeth like an elephant, 
and the nails of hs hands and feet were 
like the talons of an eagle; his eyes were 
like blood, and out of his mouth issued 
volumes of pestilential vapour, that mixed 
with the wind. When this demon waa 
«een by the soul before mentioned, it 
endeavoured to make its escape, but was 
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arrested by a voice of thunder, that said, 
‘ Dare not to attempt to fly from me, for 
I have yon in my clutches/ The soul 
then inquired of the demon, in imploring 
accents, ‘ Who are you that appear in 
such a monstrous shape? I never saw any 
thing so horrible in the lower world/ 
To which the demon replied, * I am your 
genius, and have become thus deformed 
by your* crimes, (whilst you were inno¬ 
cent I was handsome.) Whilst others 
have walked in the way of truth, you have 
laid in no provisions* for this Jong jour¬ 
ney; you are come quite unprovided; 
you were rich, but you did no good with 
your riches, you neither relieved the poor 
or protected the widow or orphan; and 
not only did no good yourself, bnt pre¬ 
vented, by your evil example, those whose 
inclinations led them to do good; and 
you have often mentally said, * When is 
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the day of judgment? to md it will sever 
arrive/ Such is the opinion of the foolish 
and unbelieving, but a dreadful retribu¬ 
tion awaits them. Is for yourself, your 
riches will soon be dissipated; you have 
brought none away with you, and instead 
of blessing your memory, posterity all 
join in despising it. Such is the end of 
the oil doer; and now you are in my 
power/ Having said this, the demon 
laid hold of him by the neck, and brought 
him to the foot of Chunwat Phool, which, 
instead of the broad expanse it presents 
to the good, was now as the edge of a 
sword. The soul hesitated to venture on 
it, but was impelled by the demon, and 
after tottering a few paces fell, and was 
precipitated into the abyss below. The 
heart of Ardai Viraf overflowed with com¬ 
passion at the lot of this unfortunate, but 
he was not suffered long to remain,*but 
was hurried* forward by his conductors, 



and entered a region where the cold was 
excessive, and the air loaded with foetid 
vapours, and surrounded with a very 
great darkness; a passage appeared be¬ 
fore us of such straitness as scarce to 
admit the passing of one person at a time, 
and from hence issued a smoke, that 
added to the darkness. Our progress 
was here arrested, and I with difficulty 

perceived, through the darkness, a vast 

* 

concourse of souls, each of whom ap¬ 
peared crouching m a separate corner, 
and believing .that they Were quite alone, 
and saying to themselves, * Here I am, 
the only unfortunate, the only unworthy/ 
I perceived that they were tormented by 
all kinds of noxious animals—serpents, 
scorpions, and aU kinds of reptiles sur¬ 
rounded them, and gave them not a mo¬ 
ment's respite from they* sufferings. No¬ 
thing human remained but their visage, 
which was also distorted by pun and 



grief. 1 then inquired of Serosh izad 
and Ardebehest urn Shqsfund, * Who are 
the souls that are thus unfortunately situ¬ 
ated V Serosh izad replied, ‘ They are 
those who were guilty of unnatural crimes, 
that degraded them from the state of 
humanity to be worse than the lowest rep¬ 
tile This is the punishment assigned to 
them, which will last to all eternity; and 
when you return to the lower world, 
teach them, oli, Ardai Viraf I to avoid the 
commission of such detestable crimes/ 

“ I then walked forward with my two 
conductors, and came to a place where I 
saw the soul of a woman, surrounded by 
devils, one of whom was administering 
to her a cup of the most detestable com¬ 
pounds, composed of blood and other im¬ 
pure substances, whilst the surrounding 
devils compelled her to drink, by threats 
-and blows: as soon as one was finished 
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another was presented, which, amidst her 
cries and lamentations, and the most 
piteous entreaties, she was made to 
swallow. 

“ 1 inquired of my conductors, ‘ Who 
is this woman, and why is she so punish¬ 
ed?’ To which they replied, ‘This wo¬ 
man, when in the world, was impure and 
unclean, and took no care of sacred 
things; and in the lime of her impurity 
did not refrain from conversation with 
men, nor .from touching sacred things. 
Such, oh, Ardai Virafl is the punishment 
indicted for such crimes.’ 

“ We then proceeded forward, and 
came to another place, where I saw a man 
hanging by one leg on a tree, and sur¬ 
rounded by devils, who, with long knives, 
were fleaing him alive. He was writhing 
in' the greatest agony, entreating for 
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mercy, and uttering the most dreadful 
cries. I inquired of my two conductors 
concerning the crimes that this man bad 
been guilty of; to which Sero.sh izad re¬ 
plied, ‘ 11)is man, during his sojourn on 
earth*, persecuted the worshippers of 
Cod, butchering and destroying them 
whenever ihey came in his power; for 
which crime he is in his turn punished 
in the manner you see, and you must ac- 
knowledge with justice/ I bowed in ac¬ 
quiescence, and we proceeded forward, 
and came to another place, where I saw 
a man in the midst of a multitude of 
devils, who threw him down on the 
ground, and were forcing him to drink, 
cup after cup, of a composition of all the 
most forbidding and detestable sub¬ 
stances. He struggled hard, and used 
prayer and supplication, to make them 
desist from ^ their purpose, but without 


* See Note 48. 
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effect, for they forced him to swallow the 
nauseous draught I inquired of Serosfa 
izad, * Why is this punishment, why is 
this dreadful draught administered V To 
which he replied, * This man is a great 
sinner, and, amongst his many crimes, 
delighted in conversing with the other 
sex, during the time of their impurity. 
For this crime he is thus punished, by 
being made to drink all kinds of impuri¬ 
ties.' ' 

I then was impelled forward by my 
two conductors, and soon came to an¬ 
other place, where a man stood, who was 
exclaiming, in the most piteous accents, 
“ I die of hunger! a bit of bread, a 
draught of water, or I perish!' At inter¬ 
vals he bit 'pieces out of his own arms, 
which he .eagerly swallowed. I asked 
Serosh izad, ‘ What sin he had committed 
to merit such punishmentf Serosh izad 
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replied, * This man is an ungrateful mor¬ 
tal, who partook of the good things of the 
lower world, without either returning 
thanks or imploring a blessing, or giving 
of his superfluity to the poor. For this 
reason the angels* who preside over the 
waters and the fruits of the earth, have 
destined him to suffer this punishment, 
of hunger and thirst. . This, oh, £rdai 
Viraf! is the punishment for ingratitude; 
one of the crimes most displeasing to 
God.' 

“ I was then led forward by my two 
conductors, and came to a place where I 
saw a woman suspended by her two 
breasts, surrounded by devils, and all 
kinds of the most loathsome reptiles, 
who were biting her, and tormenting her 
on all sides, whilst she uttered the most 
dreadful cries and entreaties. I inquired 


* See Note 49. 
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of niy conductors who this woman was ? 

4 and why is she so punished ?' To which 
Serosh izad replied, * This woman was 

i 

unfaithful to her husband, and deserted 
him for other men. This is the punish¬ 
ment, oh, Ardai Viraf! indicted jon un¬ 
faithful wives.' 

“ We then proceeded forward, and 
caine to a place where a vast multitude 
of souls were collected, in the midst of 
whom were oU kinds of reptiles and 
noxious animals, who constantly assailed 
them with their teeth and their stings, 
and gave them not a moment's respite. 
They were uttering the most dreadful 
and appalling cries. I inquired of Serosh 
izad, 4 What sins have been committed 
by this^nultitude?’ \To which be replied, 

4 Those people neglected* in the loader 
world* to, wear, the Sadra* and, the, 
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Koostee*, as prescribed by the laws of 
, the Magi; and also from wearing cover¬ 
ing for the feet; and who performed the, 
natural evacuations without regard to 
cleanliness, or covering the head and 
body; for the neglect of • their duties 
you see, oh, Ardai Yiraf! how they 
are punished; and above all, incul¬ 
cate the strict observance of these 
duties/ 

“ We then proceeded forward, and 
came ,to another place, where I saw a 
woman suspended by the heels, and hav«- 
ing her tongue protruded out of the'back 
of her neck. She was bewailing her 
hard lot, and repeating, in a quick tone, 

* There can be'no punishment so hard 
as mine/ I inquired of Serosh i4ad what 
crime she had committed and he in¬ 
formed me concerning‘it in the following 

» See Note SI. 
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' words: This woman was in constant re¬ 
bellion against her husband; she heeded 
him not, and did all in hen power to 
make him unhappy; forgetting that, next 
to God and the prophets, she ought to 
have reverenced him. So, Ardai Viraf, 
let the world he acquainted with the pu¬ 
nishment awarded to.this crime, and the 
abhorrence, it is. held, in ,by the Most 
High/ 

“ From hence we proceeded forward, 
and came to another place, and saw a 

It 

man- surrounded with devils, who were 

t 

urging him to drink .the most detestable 
of bevqnages, .out :of a measure; and 
when* he- drew hank-ha was pushed for- 
msd again, with stripes, blows, and re-* 
preaches, . and. made to drink of the 
nauseous draught. ..I inquired of Serosh 
isad, ‘ Why it this punishment awarded?' 
To which he replied, * This man, whilst 
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in the lower world, used false weights 
and measures*, and took full weight and 
returned false, thereby injuring the poor; 
who adulterated his goods, by mixing 
water with milk, and other sins of the 
same kind, amassing wealth by these in¬ 
jurious practices. He is now punished, 
oh, Ardai Viraf 1 by being made to drink 
nauseous compounds out of his oWft mea¬ 
sure/ After witnessing this punishment, 
and turning from it in disgust, we pro¬ 
ceeded forward, and came to another 
place, where I saw a man surrounded by 
seventy devils, who were tossing him 
about and dogging him with snakes, which 
they held in their hands; the snakes also 
fixing their fangs in his flesh at every 
stroke; his hands and feet were manacled, 
and he rent the air with his eries and 
lamentations, but in vain. I inquired of' 
my conductors, * Who is this man, who is 


• See Note 52 . , 
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thus tormented?’ and wais informed by 

} ^ t 'i ‘ f * * *i , - 

Serosh* isad that be was a tyrant, who 

' • 1 . . 

abused the authority delegated to him 

by God, by persecuting lqs subjects, and 
rendering them unhappy, 1 bjr filing them, 
by imposing unjust dues, ana by impri¬ 
soning them Without caiise, and by treat- 

4 if* 

ing them on all occasions with the utmost 

H * * 


rigour, neither attending to their peti- 

t _ 

tions, or retiering their distress. This, 
oh, Ardai Viraf! is a lesson for king's; as 

if i < 

he ‘treated ^his 'subjects ?n'the lower 
world, sO is he here punished,' and he 
deserves neither pity or commisseration/ 


“ I then proceeded forward, attended 

, .4 )J,‘ 

by my two conductors, and came to an¬ 
other place, where through the darkness 
£ perceived the figure of a man, sur¬ 
rounded by devils^ his tongue protruded 
out of his mouth, and was covered with 
all’kinds of noxious insects, siifillftta scor- 
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pians, centipiedes* and do on, 
tinqally stung and bit him, notwithstaacfr 
ing his endeavours to shake tyem off. 
My conductors told me that this was tbe 
punishment inflicted on liars and tale¬ 
bearers. 1 This man,' continued Serosh 
izad, ‘ was a great sinner, a fomentyr of 
disputes, a liar, a slanderer, and of the 
most evil disposition; his tongue is thus 
punished for the crimes,of his heart; 
and, oh, Ardai Virafl teach the world to 
avoid the commisaion of this crime/ 

“We then proceeded forward, andf 
came to another place, where I saw the 
soul of a man surrounded by devils, who 

were catting him in pieces. He WM ut- 

* ^ 

tering the most piteous cries, and calling 
in vain on God for mproy and assistance. 
I'inquired of Serosh izad inspecting the 
crimes committed by this man, that pno- 
rited so dreadful a punishment. To 
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which $crosVizad replied, ‘This matt 
was a wapton destroyer of animals; a 
man who never reflected that though ani¬ 
mals Were given by God for the use of 
man, yet he was not permitted to kill or 
torture them wantonly. This is the pu¬ 
nishment assigned .to those who follow 
such practices/ 

“ We then proceeded forward, and 
saw # man tied hand and foot, and 
pressed together as if in a press; thou¬ 
sands of devils stood near him, who were 
inflicting on him a variety of tortures, in 
spite of his cries and entreaties. I in¬ 
quired of Serosh fond what crimes had 
been committed by the unfortunate man 
before us to deserve such punishment; 
to wjiieh he replied, ‘This man was a 
raises*, of 90 avaricious a spirit that he 
buried his riches, 4knd had no pleasure 


* See Note £& 
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bat iq theircontemplatioiJ v h*4$ntift»£ 
nopne, not duf h<f enjoy them diimsOlf? 
the meaning * of benefdence be did not 
understand, nor did be give alms, or per- 
form tbe duties prescribed ,by the Mas- 
dian religion, to either, God* or man. 
Riches was the deity be adored; but he 
brought nothing away with him, all was 
left behind, and his descendants are now 
dissipating tbe wealth ho left them, with¬ 
out one particle of respect or reverence 
for his memory. This is the punishment 
destined for such sordid wretches/ I 
could not refrain, however, from pitying 
him, or prevent my heart from feeling for 
his punishment, and I said to "Serosh izad, 

‘ He enjoyed nothing in the iowto world, 
and hejre he is thus punished/ 

“ We then proceeded forward, and v 
came to another place, where I* saw a 
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man, $e whole of .whose body, except 
one of his feet, wet plunged into hell, 
and was) tortured by every species of 

* i i 

loathsome reptiles ;> his foot was, however, 

d * 

exempted from the punishment. * Wit- 

L 

nessing this extraordinary exemption of 
die foot, I inquired of ■ my conductors as 
to the cause; to which they replied, 
‘This man is so punished for his total 
negligence in performing the moral 
duties; an idle, indolent sluggard, who 
found trouble in the most common and 

t 

necessary duties of life, and never per¬ 
formed* any of them without repining, and 
il) temper; his foot is exempted (from 
the general punishment inflicted on the 

p 

other parts of his body), for having once 
in his li|e performed a good action with it/ 
* Serosal, head then related to me as fol- 
! lows:,* As this man was one day walking 

i 

in the fields, he perceived a sheep tied to 
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a tree, bleating in a piteous ihdfcnkr; be 

^ < 1 , 

approached, and found that its cries 

were because its food was placed out" of 
• • , 
its reach; impelled by a sentiment of 

pity, he kicked the straw within its 
reach. For this good action his foot is 
exempted from the tortures i n flicted 
on the other parts of his body. This 
shows to you, oh, Ardai Viraf! the 
goodness of God, who lets not the 
smallest good action go without 'its re¬ 
ward. This 01 
to die sons of men to perform only 
good actions. Let this, oh, Ardai Vicaf! 
be inculcated, when you return to tbc 
lower wo rid.’ 

“We then proceeded forward, and 
cam*f to another place, where we saw a 
man, whose tongue was' pulled out of his 
mouth by a host of devils, who having 
laid it on a stone, were beating it with 


ight to act as an incentive 
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other stones, amidst his -groans and com* 
plaints. % inquired of Serosh isad vdwt 
be had d&aifto merit efeeh punishment; 
te nfeiefe lie implied, i* Ibis mtarwas 4 
notorious ltsh by whose Iteshis friends 
as well as *his foes, Suffered touch loss 
and detriment. The^ritae of lying, oh, 
Ardai Virafl is most displeasing in the 
sight of God, even the most trivial and 
innocent falsity is a heinous sin/ 

“ From hence I proceeded forward 
accompanied by my two conductors; and 
came to another place, where I saw a 
woman, to # whose breasts were'affixed 
large stones, which ebb was compelled to 
draw forwards; mill-stones wbre also 
placed on her bosom, by which she was 
put to the utmost torture; and she per¬ 
formed her task amidst sighs, tears, and 
the most heart-rending lamentations. I 
inquired of Serosh izad," * What has this 
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poor woD^rii done, fo merit* bo sever© a 
pumshmeiitt To which he replied,* i*TMs 
womairtTOrttlnitted IT *dmdfai'^sb, in *». 
devouring to 

pregnant'»Jfot he&g dbje tot beer the 
contumely of^e wW*W,^4p£fr«wure<l 
to conceal km’^hnweS'bv ©otemittiwe^tfcis 
nsostdeeSidfid^ <$r*fa« against 'heri ZHAlMh*; 
end for wftitth eke is* now moot ijgstly 
punished. 

I then' proceeded forward, accom¬ 
panied by tfevoeh.'isadt and Avdehehest 

* 

urn- $baafund, and came to anothep^plae©,, 
where -I saw a man, on whom, the moat 
noxiouwreptiles and insects of all descrip¬ 
tions had t affixed ‘ themselves, and were 
gnawing* kis .vitals; in%pite of his «rief ; 
and groans. I impaired, of* my guides 
respecting the crimes this man had oqMr 
raittedfomd they informed me os follows: 
* This ntfuiw&s a hearer of ‘false witness. 



by which means he did much injury to 
the poor, and distressed the widow 
and orphan; by which he became pos¬ 
sessed of much ill-gotten wealth, which 
he, however, never enjoyed, and now has 
left behind. t This is the punishment des¬ 
tined for such crimes. Let this be in¬ 
culcated, oh, Ardai Yiraf! when you re¬ 
turn po the lower world, that men know¬ 
ing it may sin no more/ 


“ "We then proceeded forward, and 
came to another place, where I saw a 
man surrounded by a host of devils, who 
were administering to him the most 


nauseous draughts and substances, such 
as carrion, garbage, gore, and such like, 
in spite of his cries’ and resistance. X in- 
quired of serosh izad, ‘ What has this 

“ I * v * ' 

man done to mem this punishment? To 
which he replied, ‘This man was an 
unlawful foreataller nd remteter. and 
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delighted in distressing the poor, and ob¬ 
tained great riches by such unjustifiable 
means; but he has left all behind him, 
and has no one to comfort or help him in 
his tribulation, nor no approving reflec¬ 
tion to console him. This is the punish¬ 
ment assigned for such crimes, which are 
detestable in the sight of God, and ought 
to be avoided by mankind/ 

“ We then walked forward, and .came 
to another place, where I saw a vast 
multitude of people, whose bodies were 
inflicted with the most direful diseases, 

t 

the flesh rotting from their bones, and 
full of worms, and their countenances of 
the most livid aspect I inquired of 
Serosh izad, who these people were; 
to which he replied, * This host is com¬ 
posed of the fraudulent and deceitful; 
those who delighted ih turning men from 
the right way, either in matters of religion 
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er policy. This is their punishment. Per¬ 
sons who mislead the young, the weak, or 
the ignorant, deserve it; let it be, there¬ 
fore, oh, Ardai Viraf, impressed on your 
memory, and let it be known to all 
people/ 

“ From heuoo we proceeded forward, 
and came to another place, where I saw 
a man surrounded by a vast number of 
dogs,, who were tearing him limb from 
limb, amidst his resistance, his cries, 
and lamentations.- * I inquired of my con¬ 
ductors, ‘ What has this man done to 

s 

deserve such punishment?’ To which 
they replied, ‘ Him man was a wan¬ 
ton destroyer of these animals, in his 
life-time. This is the punishment de¬ 
creed for these tirimfcv, and, oh, Atdav 
Viraf! teach', mankind to avoid the 
commission of ■ them. These animals 
are the best friends of flnufij a»d to 



protect them is of all things the most 
pleasing in the sight of God. How 
happy might men be, if they would re¬ 
member this/ 

“ I then proceeded forward, and came 
to another place, where 1 saw a woman, 
whom a party of devils were hauling by 
the hair of the head through a barren 
tract of snow and ice; she was shirering 
with cold, and uttering the most piercing 
erics. I inquired of my conductors re¬ 
specting the nature of her Grimes; to 
which Serosh izad replied, ‘ This woman 
did not preserve the sacred fire* pure, 
but defiled r it by throwing into it all lands 
of impurity, through indolence and inat¬ 
tention, often tbnpwing hair and other* 
filth into it. This is the .pum&hment 
awarded for such bunions taanngrCssionafc 
and let it be known, to the world, oh. 
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Ardai Virafl I hat preserving the sacred 
fire free from all impure substances is 
meritorious, and highly pleasing to Cod.’ 

“ We then proceeded onwards, and 
saw at a distance a woman biting and de¬ 
stroying'her own ilesh. ■ I inquired of 
Serosh izad what crime this woman had 
committed; to which he replied, ‘This 
woman was a sorceress*, and a professor 
of magic, in all its branches, which she 
.practised to the. hurt and molestation of 
the human specief: an enemy to God, 
she walked not in his ways, but t leagued 
herself with devils, w)io enqoiq^agedher 
in her diabolical a#s; buttbeyhare de¬ 
ceived her, and, she now ( is repeiying the 
pmdshment dueto her crimes: andmake 
it known tfcaVthis ejrime is displeasing to 
the Mosjt High, ^ptjjL i» pne,of , ,t^ qrts of 
the deni to dflBftta> mankind. 
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“ I was thfen impelled forward by my 
two conductors} and came to another 
place, where 1 saw a man surrounded by 
■ a host of devils, who were forcing him to 
partake of masses of garbage, blood, and 
carrion, which they placed before him, 
and insisted on his eating, in spite 1 of his 
tears and supplications. I inquired of 
Serosh izad respecting the crimes be had 
committed, and why he was so punished; 
to which he replied, ‘This man, by his 
impurity, degraded himself to a beast, 
and followed none of the laws respecting 
the avoidance of impure* substances, 
such as dead bodies, blood, hair, and sd 
on. This is the punishment indicted on 
those who despise these precepts; they are 
made to partake of what they so'Vell liked 
in tbe lower world. Let this be inculcat¬ 
ed, ob, Ardai VirafT tb&t cleanliness ‘both 
of mind and body itf'pleasing to Obit ■ 

* B*N(**W. 

a ■ 



“ We Aw p^pee4vu «kI 

cpme to another place, and saw a man 
who^i .fomented in . «imtfnr way to 
^the Isl and I inquired of my conductors 
respecting the crimes be hod committed, 
expressed my surprise at the simila¬ 
rity of the punishment. Serosh izad an¬ 
swered mid said, 4 Oh, Ardai Viraf! this 
man hired labourers, and paid them not, 
but constantly cheated* them of their 
du$, applying their wages to his own use, 
thereby exposing them end their families 
to the utmost'distress This is the pu- 
nishmeut awarded p> aH those who com- 
; mit such crimes., let this be known on 
eftffttb %t the' man whoebeateth the 
pho» bbutefid in-- T — , 

« | forward,, wm| chme 

> 1 Mjw,* w 

with t MUHlftWi M U| Aouldihr a tA he 
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ice and moVi by a 
reply to biff ht&ei)tdN^i» 
and reproaches. I inspired (Jf SeroiA 
izad what crime he had 1 cotrimittedto 
which be answered, ‘ This man Wis a fihv 

‘ 1 * 4 V 

nicator, a seducer, a follower of the vilest 

* 4 * * 

propensities; po woman was sector© from 
his unlawful lusts. This is the punishment 
assigned to ah those whose unruly pas¬ 
sions lead them'to sin in this way; mid 
do not forget, oh, AVdai Tiraf! to admo¬ 
nish and teach mankind, how pleasing 
the virtues of continence and ebaltkj ase 
in the sight of God/ 


“ Proceeding forward, f came; with 
my two conductors, to another place, and, 

f f ^ " f 

saw a host of soon, who wore buried up 
to their necks m v snow, each of whoth 
were 1 Attended ’by i devil, wfiowaiTatf- 
ministering to them wildly an impure 

«s 
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cup of blood and filth. T asked Serosh 
feed, * Who Are these persons who are so 
punished? inform me of their crimes/ 
To which he replied, ‘ These are men of 

impure minds* whose wicked thoughts 

* ' 

did not allow them to attend to the laws 

i * 

respecting cleanliness of person; and who 
particularly offended in the article of 
bathing, using water that was rendered 
impure by some person having before 
bathed in it, thereby contracting pollu¬ 
tion both of body and mind. This pu¬ 
nishment is indicted on them by desire 
of Spendermud um Shasfun *, and the 
other angels who preside over fire and 
waters,' Who were offended by their im¬ 
parity. 4 I#et this, oh, Ardai Virirft foe inde¬ 
libly imprinted on your mind, that clean¬ 
liness of person leads to purity of mind— 
the one cannot exist without the other; and 
when you return to the world, impress this 


• See Note 56. 



85 


on the minds of people, and show them 
that God is well pleased with all those 
who preserve their bodies from impurity/ 

“ We then proceeded forward, and 
came to another place, and saw a man 
with a mountain on his shoulders, under 
whose weight he was groaning most 
piteously. I asked Serosh izad respect* 
ing his crime, and he replied, telling mp 
as follows: < This man was a rich land* 
holder, and possessed of large domains, 
and abundance of wealth, hut he was not 
satisfied, hot oppressed his tenapta by 
heavy exactions, which they were unable 
to pay, and otherwise mpcfe. them so 
miserable that, they lqft hiis- Ipuds.jntilled, 
and fled from such persecution.! This is # 
the punishment inflicted ( on men,Who, 
forgetting the Jaws, upd the cause 0/ bu«, 
monity, infringe them in this manner. 
Prosperity, oh, Ardai Virafl is more 
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difficult to bear with, than adversity; the 
poor man is humble in spirit, and, if con¬ 
tent, is highly rewarded; the rich often 
forget that they are of the same -species 
as themselves, and treat them with con¬ 
tumely, which, if borne meekly, is highly 

k 

plearing to God. Let this be known to 
the world; proclaim to the rich^ that 
the oppressor of the poor is sure of meet¬ 
ing with the punishment he deserves; 
and teach the poor to live in content and 
humility, and assure them of a splendid 
reward/ 

“ F*o«» hence wo proceeded forward, 
and oamato another place, where f saw 
a manauvfountMl with a hfcst-of devils, 

who wane flogging him with whips made 

* 

of snakes, and: forcing.him to rake up 
atones with Ips nails, .out of a quarry, 
without paying afty atteoifttU to hi* lamen¬ 
tations. and entreaties for me&y. I in- 
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quired of nty conductors, Serosh fond land 
Ardebehest am Shasfqnd, concerting the 
crimes be had committed; to which 
Kerosh izod replied, ‘ This man possessed 
himself of his neighbour's land, under 
false pretences, and has left it to his son; 
and as long as it remains in his fatuity, 
so long will this punishment endure; and 
do not fail, when you return, to represent 
the heinonsness of this crime in its true 
colours; ‘ and if any such comes to your 
knowledge, insist on restitution being 
made/ 

“ I then proceeded forward, *eeou£ 
panied as before, and came to another 
place, where* I saw the soul of ft man sur¬ 
rounded with a host of devils, who were 
tearing his flesh from the bones with iron 
combs, and dancing dhd exulting in his 
pains, and laughing at his lamentations. 
I inquired of my conductors, ‘What 
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crime hath this man committed V To 
which they replied, 'This man always 
broke his word, and never performed his 
agreements, making a laughing stock of 
those who did. This is the punishment 
awarded for those who break their faith 
with friend or foe. Let this be known, 
oh, Ardai Viraf! to your nation, and 
point out the punishments inflicted for 
breach of promise* and the horror with 
which God views this crime/ 

“ We then proceeded forward, and 
pame to another place, where I saw a 
iaultitude of people surrounded by a 
legion of demons, who were tormenting 
them In various ways; some were pelting 
them with stones, and some wounding 
them with arrows. I inquired of Serosh 
izad what crime thdy had committed; to 
which he replied, ‘ Those souls that are 
thus punished were people who, though 



they kept their words, and rigonrously 
performed their agreements with those of 
their own sect and faith, yet held it no 
sin to break their faith with those, of a 
different persuasion. This, oh, Ardai 
Viraf! is, in the eye of Omnipotence, a 
heinous sin; and the keeping of a pro¬ 
mise*, even with an enemy, is a duty you 
must inculcate. 

“ We then retired from this place; 
and I was conducted from this narrow 
entrance, and visible darkness, to a* clear 
space in Geroos man, and to the presence 
of God.. The splendour of light' here 
emitted quite overpowered and confused 
me, and I was unable to offer up 
my prayers and adorations; my tongue 
clave to’the roof of my mouth, and my 
knees trembled, in spite of the assur¬ 
ances given by my conductors that there 


* See Note 59. 



90 


was nothing to fear. A voice now pro- 

1 

ceeded frotn the midst of the light, which, 
addressing me, (in the mildest accents, 
restored me to confidence, and enabled 
me to contemplate the goodness of God, 
and to adore in silence), saidOh, Ardai 
VirafI you may now return; the people 
are in trouble on your account; for 
these seven days and nights they have 
been watching, and have had no rest, and 
are full of uneasiness for the .result of 
your embassy; and now, oh, Ardai VirafI 
report to them Jaithfully what you have 
seen, and inculcate to posterity the strict 
observance of the laws; the rewards for 
their observance, and the punishment for 
their injfrinternent 'make known/ I 
bowed in submission) and looked towards 
tlw place from which the voice pro¬ 
ceeded, but saw nothing .bat a redun¬ 
dance of light. Hie voice again* ad¬ 
dressed me, saying, ‘Oh, Ardai VirafI 
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impress also on the minds of man; that 
the way of truth is straight and pleasant, 
but die paths of rice are many. Let the 
rich also believe in God; let not prospe¬ 
rity turn their minds; let them not put 
trust in a death-bed repentance; such is 
of no avail; hut if their intentions are 
pure, let them put faith in God, and look 
forward to the reward given to all those 
who walk in His ways, and follow the pre¬ 
cepts of Zeratush asfan teraan* without 
fear or doubt, and preserve the mysteries 
of the Masdian religion in their hearts, 
and lead such lives that on their death¬ 
beds they may not need repentance; and 
let them not believe that punishments will 
be remitted at the intercession of those 
they leave behind; nor will the prayers of 
priests awail them; as they sow so- they 
will reap; neither reward nor punishment 
wifi be pmitted. Proclaim this to the 


* Set Note 60. 
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world, and let the dreams of carelessness 
and negligence be banished for ever/ I 
acknowledged in my heart the truth of 
these words, and bowed my head in sub¬ 
mission, and mentally exclaimed, ‘ How 
good is God! How thankful I aih for 
beipg made his humble instrument!’ The 
voice continued, ‘ Let envy, covetous¬ 
ness, anger, hatred, and lying, be also 
banished from the earth/ 

“ Serosh izad then laid hold of my 
arm, and said, to me, * Oh, Ardai Viraf, 
let the truths you have this day heard be 
impressed on your memory, and relate 
what ypn have seen faithfully, and make 
a full report to the world, so that no im¬ 
putation may remain with you, nor any 
false interpretation be suspected/ , I re¬ 
plied to Serosh izad, saying, *God, who 
has permitted, me to see ah these things, 
will enable me to make a faithful report/ 
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“ Serosh izad now conducted me to 
the tower heaven, where I met many 
spirits, who came to visit me: some of 
•them addressed me, and said, ‘ Oh, 
Ardai Viraf! when yon revisit the earth, 
let our families know the way of truth; 
let them avoid sin, and think of the last 
day; let them avoid the temptations of 
the flesh and of the devil, and follow the 
precepts of our holy religion; for if they 
follow the devil to sin, hell will be their 
portion/ Having promised to perform 
all they required, I was conducted by 
Serosh izad to Ma pia behest, where we 
also met a number of souls; some of 
whom, taking me by the hand, thus ad¬ 
dressed me: ‘“"Oh, Ardai Virafl report to 
our families the necessity of good works;' 
and teach them to prefer the joys of bea-' 
veh to those of the lower world; those 
of heaven ate eternal and never teas¬ 
ing, whilst those of the lower wbrld are 



fleeting, and pass away as a dream/ I 
promised to fulfil their request, and we 
separated. 

** I was then conducted by Serosh izad 
to Sittar pia behest, and was again met 
by a large concourse of souls, many of 
whom approached me, and said, * Oh, 

ttf 

Ardai Viraf! inculcate to our families the 
necessity of prayer, and the use of the 
Yesht* and Izzashucf*. Let the Kooste 
be also kept pure, and free from un¬ 
cleanliness ; if we had followed those pre¬ 
cepts, we should have been translated^; 
to the upper heavens, but we neglected 
those duties, and are doomed to remain 
here/ Having heard their request, and 
.promised to fulfil their injunctions, we 
proceeded downwards, and' came near 
the Chunwat Fhocd, where I was again 
surrounded by a muhitnfle of souls, some 


•See Note 61. + See Note 68. * See Note 65. 
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of whom had been slanderers and evil 
doers, others adulterers, and many who 
had died without heirs, either natural or 
. adopted. Many of these addressed me, 
and said, ‘ Oh, 'Ardai Viraf! remember 
this our advice—let no one die without 
heirs*, in default of natural ones, it is a 
good action to adopt them; for want of 
heirs, to hand our name to posterity, we 
cannot pass the bridge, but wander up 
and down in an uncomfortable manner, 
without enjoyment. Let this bo known, 
that men may err no more in this man¬ 
ner. We are in sight of. heaven, a river 
flows before us, yet we die of thirst, for 
the obtaining of these things are denied 
us. Report to 9nr families, oh, Ardai 
Viraf 1 our miserable situation, that sons 
may be adopted in our naves, that we 
may be enabled to pass the bridge; and 
le$ it be known, that to hand ear names 


* See Note < 



to posterity is one of the highest duties 
we -owe our Creator.’ Having promised 
to fulfil their rrijucst, they took leave, 
iuid the slanderers approached me, and 
said, * Oh, Ardai Viraf! aerjuaint tlie 
world witli our miserable situation, and 
let them avoid the punishment allotted to 
us, by walking in the ways of truth, and 
avoiding all disputes and slanderous im¬ 
putations, shunning the crimes of adul¬ 
tery and fornication, which we have been 
guilty of, and for which we arc doomed - 
to wander near the bridge, until tlic ar¬ 
rival of those against whom we have 
sinned. If they admit our pleadings, 
and forgive us, God wdll also extend his 
uiercy, and admit us into his holy place; 
but if those against whom we have of- 
fended do not forgive us, here we must 
continue to wander, and linger on in this 
state of shame and anguish for ever and 
ever/ I pitied those souls from my 
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heart, and promised to comply with their 
requests. 

“ Serosh izad and Ardebehest uin Shas- 
fund now took their leave of me, after 
having again repeated their former ad¬ 
vice; and as they ascended to the holy 
regions I awoke, and found myself on 
my couch. This, oh, king! is what I 
have seen, and have faithfully related; 
therefore, oh, men! walk in the ways of 
righteousness, and avoid the commission 
of sin; let the rich and powerful set a 
good example to the poor, and let peace 
and happiness again visit the earth; let 
parents set good examples to their chil¬ 
dren, and masters to their servants,” 

The king being much pleased with the 
narration of Ardai Viraf, and placing im¬ 
plicit confidence in it, ordered it to be 
promulgated throughout the empire; and 


R 



hating rowardM the good priest, In 
showering on him alt kinds of favours, 
mid gltiiig him a place of honour, he 
ordered ilie relation to he written in 
letters of gold, and plured in the :ir- 
ebictcs of the empire. 

The king further dim ted the observ¬ 
ance of these precepts, and made known, 
that in the failure of theii* non-obser>- 
ance, punishment awaited: and for their 
more speedy promulgation, the king or¬ 
dered the priests to disperse tlienisehes 
throughout the empire, to instruct the 
people in the ways of holiness, and in the 
laws of the prophet Zeratush, and in 
(heir confirmation, as brought down by 
•the holy mau Ardai Viraf. By these 
means heresy and schism were banished,' 
the empire was restored to tranquillity, 
and remained so for many years. 
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After the demise of Ardeshir Babegan, 
who was succeeded by his son Shapoor, 
a schism, however, took place, and more 
than forty thousand people withdrew 
from the belief placed in the rclatiou of 
Ardai Viraf; when one day, Aderbad 
inacu Asfutid, a priest and holy man in 
great repute, presented himself, and was 
admitted into the presence of Sbapoor, 
and after the customary obeisances, ad¬ 
dressed the king in these words: “The 
reflations of Ardai *Viraf, oh, king! 
which have been so long received as 
comfortable truths, are now about to be' 
doubted; a schism has arisen in our state 
that threatens the subversion of the Mas- 
dian religion; more than forty thousand 
souls have seceded from our holy faith. 
But in order to c'ouvitice these deluded 
people of the truth of the revelations 
handed down to us by Ardai Viraf, and 
promulgated throughout this vast empire 
n2 
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by your worthy fallier, let, oh, king! a 
cauldron of boiling tin be prepared, into 
which I will precipitate myself; when, if 
I escape unhurt, the probity of Ardai 
Viraf will be confirmed, and the.laws of 
Zeratiisli be established on'a firmer basis; 
but if I perisli, the revelations may be 
deemed false, and I shall be punished for 
my presumption." 

The king baling with much difficulty 
assented to the proposition made by 
Aderbad, ordered the cauldron to be 
prepared in the most public place of the 
city; and Aberbad having gone through 
this cruel, though self proposed ordeal, 
in the presence of an immense multitude, 
assembled to witness it, and having come 
out unhurt, the Masdian religion was de¬ 
clared to be that of the nation, and be* 
came firmer established than ever, and 
continued in all its purity until the 
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Mahomedan conquest .dispersed .its rota¬ 
ries, and forced those who persevered in 
it to abandon the <tombs of their ances¬ 
tors, and fly for refuge to distant coun¬ 
tries. A small number fled to, and were 
kindly received on the shores of western 
India; and the present Parsees* of Bom¬ 
bay and Surat are their descendants. 

* See Note 65. 


THE END. 




NOTES 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ARDESHIR BABEGAN was the fifth descendant 
from Darab II, and commenced his reign about the year 
202 of the Christian sera. Mr. Richardson seems to 
think that Dara was a general epithet, like king, sultan, or 
chief; hut this does not appear to lie a well founded con¬ 
jecture, as it is still in general use as an individual name 
amongst the descendants of these very people; and Is 
also the name of one of the twelve champions of Persia, 
whose portraits are seen in every Parsce house in India, 
and their names in general use, and their feats of arms 
handed down with a certain degree of enthusiasm, 
though the age of chivalry is past. ■ The twelve cham¬ 
pions are named as follows: 

Rostam 

Sarah 

Frammcrg > Sons of Rostam 
Burgoor J 
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Koi toes, ar Khoserw 

Dam 

Ardcshii 

Nashirvan 

Beejau 

JVhangiCJi 

Gave, or Gao, the Blacksmith 
Gedrige 

Darae is a distinct name from Dam; and Daradmh is 
aho a common appellation. 

Note 2. —Zeratush, die Zoroastenof die Greeks; till* 
also sometimes written Zerdusht 

Note 3.—Most of die antients, particularly tbc Per¬ 
sians and Arabians, believe in the possibility of such 
migrations, and their descendants still continue an im¬ 
plicit faith in such traditions. 

Note 4.— Ponam, a piece of while cloth tied round 
the head at the time of payer; it covers the mouth and 
nose, and prevents any of the saliva from falling on their 
clothes, which would render them unclean This is in 
constant use to this day. 


Note 5.~Dustoor, the higher order of tb6 priesthood! 
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Note 6.— The angel Serosli tzad is employed to re¬ 
ceive die souls of the good, but lias notliing to do with 
the souls of the wickf d, He is also sometimes colled 
Scrodi Ashos, or Sero 1 the good, tlic heavenly* 

Note 7*— Chunwat Fhool, or the Bridge of Life and 
Death, This bridge appears of different shapes; to the 
good it apj>ears a straight and pleasant road, ufMhirly* 
seven fathoms in breadth; but to the wicked it is like 
the edge of a sword, on which they totter and fall into 
the abyss below* 

Note 8*—The Parsed believe that the soul hovers 
about the body for three complete ‘days, and takes its 
final departure on the morning of the fourth* 

Note 9.— The souls of the good ore thus received; 
but those of the wicked arc accosted by a fury, and 
instead of perfumes are regaled with the most nauseous 
stenches* 

Note 10.—-The Pars res believe in the existence of 
seven heavens, or behests, which they name as follows: 

Hamistan 

Sitar pia 

Mah pin 



Koorshud pia 
Geroos man 
A$er Roshni 
Ana gurra Ro&htii 

Noth 11,—Tlie Parsecs still continue to have a great 
veneration for dogs- They conceive they have die 
faculty of seeing and driving away evil spirits by their 
barking- Immense numbers of these animals arc fed by 
those people, though not admitted into their houses, or 
in the least domesticated or attached, yet their preserva¬ 
tion is looked on as meritorious, and killing them, or ill- 
treating them a heinous crime. 

Noth IS.—Six other angels, appointed to assist Serosh 
izad, in the performance of bis office of receiving the 
souls #f the good, and conducting them to their final 
audit. 

Not® 13.—Ahrim&n, one of the devil’s numerous 
names. 


Noth 14.—Mehr izad, called also Hfehr dawer, the 
angel of justice. 

Noth 15.—Bahman urn Shasfund is one of the first 
order of angels, and presides over sentfe and natural 
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genius He has also the office of providing the soul* of 
the deceased with proper habiliments* He also presides 
over cattle, and beasts of burden. 

The epithet inn Sliasfund. or, as it is written by 
M. Perron, urn Chaspund, i* not well understood, and is 
only applied to the seven superior angels. Perhaps they 
might be stilcd arclianglee, which might correspond with 
the epithet urn Shasfund, 

Bolivian also presides over the eleventh month; and 
on the first day is reckoned lucky to lay the foundation 
of houses, and buy new clothes. 

Note 16,—Arab Kooreee, the throne of God, 

Note 17.—Hamistan behest, the first heaven,, so 
called. 

Note 18*— The day of judgment, Kcyamut, or 
Bistakceza. 

Note 19.— Sittar pia behest, the second heaven; so 
called from Sittar, a star; the light in this place being a 
resemblance to star light. 


Note £0,»Mab pia behest, the third beaten. The 
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light in this heaven resembles that of the moon; and the 
souls here placed have that splendour. 

Note 21. —Koorahud pa behest, the fourth heaven; 
so called. 

Note 22.— Purwa degar, is, I believe, a Sanscrit 
word; at least it is in common use by the Hindoos of 
Weston India, and implies Providence, Omnipotence; 
and corresponds with the Onnuzd or Hormuz of the 
Persians. 

Note 28.—This lozenge is called Medio jiirrum, and 
is similar in its effect to the waten of Lethe, .and the 
waters of oblivion of the Arabian Tales; it is given only 
to those who pass the fourth heaven. Women who have 
been* faithful to their lords in thought and hi deed, arc 
only permitted to participate. 

Note 24.— Ardebohcst um Shosfund. This angd 
presides over the second month; and has also the charge 
of the sacred fire, and the keys of Paradise. On the first 
day of this month, every person who is not prevented 
by sickness, attends the Temple of Fire. 


Note 25,—Wet wood. The Persians arc very parti* 
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imlar as to the wood they telect for burning. See 
Note 54. 

Noth 26.—Geroo* man, the fifth heaven; so called. 

* 

Note 27*— Aser Roshru, die sixth heaven. Ascr is a 
PcIvj word, signifying a degree of light greater thari 
Roshni; which alao signifies light or splendour, in 
modem Persian, 

Note 28,' -The appointed timer of prayer, with the 
followers of Zcratuah* are five; three during the day, 
and two duri ig tlie night. Sun-risc and sun-set arc the 
two prmcipa during the day; and there cannot be a 
more pleasing sight than to see a vast concourse of these 
people, on a mild serene evening on the esp\flJi»Ae aX 
Bombay, contemplating the setting sun, and-pouring out 
thiir grateful orisons to the Giver of all good. 


Note 29,— The exercise of the five senses, Punj awaz. 
By this is meant the five external senses; the heart, the 
eyes, tlie ears the hands, and the tongue. The proper 
use to be xn^le of them is as follows: the heart is to be 
wholly devoted to God; the eyes to contemplate his 
glory, the cars to hear of his goodness, the tongue to 
talk and preach of his mercy, and the hands to pray and 
to perform good works The heart is called me of the 
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external Rentes, but hereby is meant the whole body, or 
the impulse that impels the movements of the body. 

Note 30*— Mas chan faith. The followers of Zeratusli, 
who profess this faith, so call it; but hi general it is 
stiled Magian, but incorrectly* 

Note 31*—Pillows, Char Ballis, Tour pillows* Many 
of tlie eastern thrones are wholly composed of pillows. 

Note 32-—Noxious animals, (Hesherrt). This term 
includes all kinds of wild beasts, reptiles, &c. that are 
inimical In man. Vicious and ill disposed persons also 
belong to ibis class. 

Note S3.—Ardai Viraf only means to say, that he 
* 

will always be an enemy to every kind of vice. 

Note 34.—Hehan, the Tulsee of the Hindoos, or 
Sweet^Bosil, A plant in much estimation, by all tribes 
in India. 

Note 35*—Espendar Mud urn Shasfund$* This angel 
presides over the twelfth month, and also ovei urcs, and 

a 

over all the business of agriculture. He is sometimes 
represented with the face of a woman. The fifth day of 
this month, Muragiran y is still kept'up; the men on 



day making prasents to their wives, and complying 
with all their desires. 

Note 36.—Ana Gurra Koshni, the seventh heaven; 
m* culled. 

Note 37.—The three sons of Zeratush being here 
mentioned* reminds me of having heard of a Life of 
Zeratush, in the possession of some jieraon at Sural. 
Perhaps a translation might tend to fix the yera in which 
he lived. 

Note 38-—Klo mur, is supposed to be Adam. 

Note 39.—Guslitasp, or Kishtasp. In Ins reign 

Zeratush appeared the second time, and promulgated 

# 

the Masdian religion, about the 486th year before the 
Christian sera. 

Note 40.—Aban izad, This angel is the guardian of 
the eighth month, and prerides over the mines, and over 
all the metals, hut iron in particular. 

Note fcL—Adar izad presides over the ninth month. 
*and also over uie sacred fire. 

Vote 43,—Mur dad urn Shasfund* This' angel pre- 



112 


nides over the fifth month; and ia also the angel of 
death, and the guardian of trees and productions of the 
earth. 


Note 43.— Caravanserai, the wealthy Parsees, arc 
always about some work of litis kind; in which they 
follow, or arc followed by almost all the Indian tribes; 
indeed charity is one of their most conspicuous virtues; 

Note 44.—Nine, lances. A lance s supposed to be 
about seven feet long. This is a common mode of ex* 
pressing length or depth, with many of the eastern 
nations. 

Note 45.—A similar superstition f irmcrly existed in 
the Highlands of Scotland; and is related by Mrs. 
(riant, in her excellent « Letters from the Highlands” 
in the following words: speaking of a ster who was in- 

a * 

consolabie for the death of a beloved brother, she says, 
at length in a waking dream, or very distinct virion, her 
brother appeared to her in his shroud, and seemed wet 
and shivering, “ Why, selfish creature,” said he, “ why 

v ( 

ani I disturbed with the impious extra vagance of thy 
sorrow. I have a long journey to make through dark 
and dreary ways, before 1 arrive at the' peaceful abode, 
where souls attain their rest. Till thou art humble and 
penitent, (or this rebellion against the d xrces of Provi- 
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tlenee, every tear ihou shoddesi falls mi tin* dark 
shroud without drying; and everv night thy tears slih 
more chill ami encumber me. Itepeut. ami give ilnmks 
for my deliverance from w> many sornnvs r "—,Vcr In/. 1. 
page ISO, 

Note 46.—ll has hem already said, that iIicmjuI eon- 
!rnues to flutter about the body lor three day*, before it< 
final departure: and h was on the conclusion of 1 tin 
Third day that Ardni Viraf wbuesst'd these lameiuahons 

Noth 47,— Provisions for this long joumev. i r Tin 
consciousness of having performed good actions 

Note 48,—llelntmg tu a Mahomedan die mattei 
here treated on. he said, " This is the punishment as* 
■allied to us. lor they lin'd ns tn nbhonviicr, as yiu tvill 
*ec in main parts ol the Arabian Nights." ()u my re- 
plvmi', that those nnrnmnns were eom posed before iht 
introduction, of Mahomed ism, he said lie did not K»’ 
lieve it. 

Not£ 49,—Tile angels who preside over the water* and 
die fruits of Mie earth, are Kurdad, and Murdad Kurdad 
nm Shasft7r f Curiasides over the third month, which con e- 

- - V 

tp'ji'lds 1o our Al;iy : and i~ jjfiitmliait of t!io rivers and 
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f>ea&; ahd has also dominion over trees and plants* For 
the attributes of Murdad see Note 22. 

Note 50. —Sadra, the shirt of the Farsees, worn by 
Imtli sexes. It it never taken off but for the purpose of 
being changed; # and no art is valid*, or no work holy, 
that is jKrfonned without this covering. This is the 
only remnant of their antient dress that they have pre¬ 
served. It is made of nine pieces of white cloth, cut in 
a peculiar fashion. 

Note 51.— Kooslec, a piece of tape, composed of 
seventy-two threads of sheep's woo]. Tins is worn round 
the waist; it is untied on particular occasions, and ah 
ways on performing either of flu: natural evacuations; 
and is tied m a peculiar knot, after and during the time, 
repeating certain prayers. 

* 

Note 52.—*1 will not venture to affirm that false 
weights and measures are never resorted to by these 
people, but I can safely say, they are held by them in 
the greatest abhorrence; and they never fail to inflict the 
raoat excmplaiy punishment on those who use them. 

Note 55.—There are fewer misers in India perhaps, 
than in any other part of the world, though many k'*:^ 
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the value* and arc careful enough of their money; yet 
men of certain rank must make a corresponding appear¬ 
ance. A small blubber* about the size of a crown pure, 
which is often seen floating in the Indian seas, has ob¬ 
tained the name of Karoonx 9 money- supped to he 
the hoarded wealth of a miser of Unit name, who, on his 
demise* threw it into the sea. 

Note 54.—' The Par sees have such a religious venera¬ 
tion for fire., that no impure substance* are ever thrown 
into h. No green wood, or wood that emits fetid 
vapours; no rotten wood, or wood that has ilie hark on, 
or wood that has worms in it, are ever used in their 
religious fires; nor ought to be for domestic ones. The 
sacred fire is kept up with sandal ami again wood* and 
with camphor, amber, and other odoriferous substances. 

Note 55.—Pretenders to magic and soj‘eery s^Il con¬ 
tinue to he very numerous, and practice in a thousand 
ways on the credulity of the people, who, though held 
in abhorrence, arc nevertheless consulted by almost all 
descriptions of people in India. 

Note 5G.—Impure substances. 'Hie Parsecs hold all 

,-v If r t 

.these riiings impute; and no one touches a dead body hut 
those destined to that office, The hair is cut from that 



die head, tile hearth and the parings of the nails arc in 
' general consigned lo the earth, fearing that they 
should contaminate the elements—The air, fire* ami 
Wilier 

Notk 57.—Cheating a labourer of his hire is consi¬ 
dered by these people as one of the most attroeious 
crimes 

Note 58. —Spetidermmb This is sometimes written 
Kspendar and EsJVmJiar, and is in common use as a pro¬ 
per name 


Notk 59,—A man who holds it no rin lo break hi* 
iron I with those of another seel, is sided Mevr J)artij, 
wild is held in the great csi contempt. 

Non: CO,—This is ihe lirst time that this epithet has 
been mlded lo ZenUush; the sense of which i could not 
gel satisfactorily explained, 

« 

Note (il.—Yesht, a portion of the Zend avusta, a 
particular chapter* 

Notk (W.—lzzLichuc, a sacred book, *«aA ffldjsjbv ll«f 
priests: also a inode of adoration* 
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Noth (S3.—It would ap]>oar that tlio Medio jurraiu* 
the oblivion* lozcngct is onlv given to those w hn attniu, 
by thtir good works, admittance into Koorshud pm, (the 
Jin trill heaven): and that the souls who attain only to 
IlamiMan. Siltitr pia, and Malt pin* nrv punished hy 
knowing that there is still a happier place* which was in 
their jwncr to have obtained, 

Nivrr: (! k — No person of this persuasion dies, without 
adopting 1 heirs in delimit of natural ones, This is aUofl 
Hindoo as well as the Alalmmedan belief. The Hindoos 
say a son delivrrs his lather from lu ll; a man is only 
perfect when lie consists ofihrec persons united, IiiuimII 1 , 
his ^ile, and his son ,Vc /V InstUuii'X of Mi tm* fia-j* 
in j). All eastern nut urns attach much mijmrUm'c to 
this, ami any person nm take a second wife, if after it 
k* i'Lam time she does not produce mule issue; and a un¬ 
man who brings torth onlv daughters, i* held in no esti¬ 
mation, and may he aho repudiated, 

Nu'rt: (jj,—W hen the emigration of the Persians look 
place in the seventh century, soon after llie compuM of 
their country hv the Mahomedans, a number ol tiles* 
people tiumd their uay to India, and lauding 011 the 
western near Uauoo ami Cape Sojan, commonly 

called Si, John's^ where admitted hy the Ilunloo rajah. 
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to settle in the adjacent countiy, and particularly ai the 
village of Ooclwara, which is still the chief residence of 
their priests, and the depository of their sacred tire* 
brought, liy them from Persia* These people have now 
Increast* 1 to al«>ui one bundred and f \ftv 11 \ uii$iuid 
families, dispersed in the cities and villages on the emst 
of western Inula, from Din to Bombay, of which about 
six thousand reside in Bombay; which, reckoning four 
to a family, makes the Parsec population of Briiiiliny 
about twenty-four thousand. Cultivating only tbe arts 
of peace, they may be said to lie a distinct race from 
their ancestor; ami though they have been settled 
for more than a thousand years, yet have hitherto re¬ 
frained from intermeddling with imbues; consequently 
they are the best of subjects, and demean themselves mi 
as to give tbe governments under which they reside the 
utmost satisfaction* 

Willi llic Hindoo dress they adopted many of their 
customs, forgot their own language, and adopted that of 
tlieir wives, (the language of Guzeret), which is now so 
general that not one ui a thousand can speak any thing 
fflsc. 

The young men of good families arc/however, taught ■ 
to read and write English«, but few of them think of 
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{earning Persian, or of paying much attention to their 
aiilicni- history. 

The opulent amongst ihein ate merchants, lirokers, 
sJnp^ owners, ami extensive land-holders. The lower 
orders me shop-keepers, and follow most of the mechanic 
arts, except those connected with fire; thus tlieie art* 
t ieid\r r si 1 v er su n tl 1 s, nor nriv uawkers of ille metals 
among them; nor tire there any soldiers, the use of iin p - 
arms being abhumnt to their principle*; nor are there 
any sailors; tin* hulk of their population are ava\er>aud 
husbandmen, and cullicruoi* o!‘ (lie dale, palmira, and 
mowah; and the distillers :*ml lenders of iheir produce 
in the sea ports, man\ of Lhein are ship and huu'-c 1 i"n- 
pi‘liters; ami in Pombay many of them are in the ser 
vice of Europeans as dubeshs, and domestic streams, 

4 

They lolhm as near as possible the lencK of Xcrn- 
tush, professing their lieiicf in one fowl, considering tire- 
only as an emblem of his purity, and the sun as the most 
perfect of his works; they belie*e also in the rewards and 
punishments in a future state, as related in the ivo-h- 
lions of Ardiii Viraf. 

Their charities arc inumficcEil mid mdxitmdod. ivlicv- 
mg the poor and distressed of ah tribes, and inaiiitniniu” 
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their own ptvir in so liberal a manner that a I'arsoe 
be£#' ir ,s no ^ vm ‘ SCL ‘ n ov heard of. 


Their women ajipear constantly abroad, yet they do lint 
admit of the possibiiifv of any deviation from chastity, 
o'' any improper connection with .strangers: proslituks 
of do* seel ark', i j i consequence, unknown. Their early 
marria^ev, and the £ivul vesper t they have for the female 
honour of their own eomrmmily, proscribe them alto- 
j^eti Ltr* 

"With the Hindoo dress, lati^uaev* and written eha* 
meter* they may he said to have adopted alt the Hindoo 
c ustoms, except their religion. The restrictions a^ to 
diet, have the appearance of hein<j limned on ihc Hindoo 
model; ami thee- betrothm:^ and marriages are also 
ironi the same origin. 

Anxious to kntiw every thin* resjieelin# the religion 
of Uleir a i lees tors, the opulem Payees of Bombay and 
Sural, have from lime to lime sent person* into Persia 
lo collect books and notices respecting il ; and have also 
im ited many of the sect from Persia, some tew of whom 
reside occasionally in Bombay* 

The Parsec jioptdation is divided into clergy and 
Jaily (Mobcd and liodeeii). Tlie clergy and their do- 
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stvinlnn?* nre very mnnerons t «ud distinguished Tumi 
the laity hy Wt-maii" of white turbans, I nit tho\ follow 
ail kinds of mrupaieue, e\cvpl those who are purluu- 
liirly selected tor die service of ihi- churches. though 
they haw no distinction of casts. A recent innovatum, 
respecting llii i commencement of’ !hiif nrw v* ;tr. has 
formed Onm into tun tribes. nnf cetehrufmo lie fes¬ 
tival of the new year a mouiTt before the oilier, ^ Hu h 
causes their religious ceremonies and holidays to fdl uko 
ondillcnm day-, Thu :u |in‘v'jii e <jidv Jbr 

if'eri'iniem. : = inav in bum outur dissep ^i’i mid m pam- 

lum, as f,*v u jurtc haw fin op;dem lunntv at in. u 

head 

Thuo 'vHi» adopted the new svra ( ; u compliance, I 
ItcUw* utih .Moina Firaum the Si j o>i prh-si of Konthnv, 
who Las bunsef' been in PerMa), niv ailed Kmhmv : 
ami jni< Tin eei'nis. i, i. hiinyic makers workers 
m ivon, and other materials for womens umaiiii'His 
The tnlve of tlmm-wurs heine am dm IbreiniM of 

those who adopted the new computation^ Uuue who still 
adhere to the old method are Tdcd Humuw and Sher >b 
and sfdi torm the hulk of the population 

, Some of their mitieuf ceremonies hare, f’owu'r. Wen 
piFscvvrd lit violate; ami p'o tieul.n L| y i ho^e once niin^ 
r he j’iii-i of scpidnire, u]]ie|i mv correctly described in 
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Lord's Account of tile Tariccs” if we except his 
statement about the removal of the body- No person of 
a different wet is allowed to approach, or any stranger 
allowed to witness the obsequies; but it does not appear 
Huii the bodies should he exposed to any thing but the 
dements; a private (sepulchre, built some few years ago, 
having an iron grate at top to prevent Hit ingress of 
"birds of prey. 

They have a few plain and unornamented churches, 
where they assemble for the purpose of jmvvit; they are 
crowded every day by the clergy, but the laity only at- 
tend on certain days. 

It lias been already said, that there are no Bailors 
amongst them; but the Persians were ncvei a maritime 
nation; tiny profess, however, no abhorrence to a sea 
life, for liJiuiy of them embark as traders, on the most 
distant and ]\ti1ous voyages, and take part in all ship¬ 
ping speculations, and are bold and enterprising mer¬ 
chants, though few of them settle out of their own coun¬ 
try, (so they call the western part of India, from Diu to 
Bombay,) yet there is not a place where they do not 
occasionally visit, and often reside in lor years; tints 
they are found in China, Bengal, Pulo pinang, Pegu, 
Madras, tianjam, Ceylon, and at most places on the 
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Malabar coast, but liavc no settlement to the south of 
Itomluty. 

Though they follow not. the profession of arms, yet. 
r.hrv have no hesitation to follow the armies into the 
field, in ijutility of sutlers* shopkeepers, and servants to 
the otlk-LTS- 


To eondudoj they are a highly interesting people 
*1 lii' philosopher will contemplate in them the descend¬ 
ants of a mighty nut ion, whose empire once extended 
from ihe shores of the Meikterrmieim to the frontier ^ ol 
India, and rejoice ;o Jhid them neither ddicienl jii virtue 
or morality. 


1 J.NIS. 
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PREFACE. 


AS every thing respecting the antient 
lYrsiaus, and their descendants (ho 
Pursues of western India, cannot fail to 
be interesting, the present work, being a 
translation of one of their sacred books, 
is offered to the public under this im¬ 
pression. 

Of the motives that led to this transla¬ 
tion little need be said, but that it was 
not mere curiosity, but a strong desire to 
be more intimately acquainted with the 
principles of a morality I admired, and 
of the daily exercise of benevolence that 
sprang from these principles. 



' After the translation was completed, 
and examined by Edit Daroo, one of the 
most respectable of their priests, 1 was 
requested to print it; which I readily 
undertook, as I trust it will be the means 
of removing many an ill-founded opinion 
with regard to the morality of this in¬ 
teresting tribe. 

Of the religion of antient Persia little 
is known, but, that they were idolaters, 
before (be appearance of Zoroaster or 
Zcrattish, is evident. 

It is impossible to reuttire a conjee- 
turc concerning the precise a*ra of Zoro¬ 
aster; some believo that he appeared the 
first time in the time of Abraham; others 
make him contemporary with Moses, but 
the. Parsecs of Western India only speak 
with certainty of his second appearance, 
which they state to have come to' pass in 



the reign of Kishtasp, whom they also 
stile Gusbtasp, about the 486th year be¬ 
fore the Christian sera, and during the 
time of the Jewish captivity. 

Bi •iunt. in his \ ik tient Mythology, de¬ 
cided It states his opinion that Zoroaster 
and Zoralnsh were not the same persons; 
but appears to found his opinious bn the 
little similarity in the names, but Zeratiislx 
is the Persian, and Zoroaster what the 
Greeks ehose to call him; hut on c\n- 
initiation there will be found aa much 
resemblance between 

Zeratush and Zoroaster, as between 

Artlcshir and Ahastierus 

Kosroo and Cyrus 

Sittar and Esther 

Roshni and Roxana. 


But to the point—the Parsees of Wes- 



torn India, of whom we bow speak, 
believe them to be one and the same 
person. 

Zeratueh is still a proper name, but 
too much respected to be very common; 
they give it also to their ships, one of 
which bearing that name belonged for 
many years to the port of Bombay, and 
was in general called the Zoroaster. 

Tho following verbal tradition of the 
birth and parentage of their prophet, is 
: handed down, and implicitly believed, by 
(lie present race of Parsecs. 

The reputed father of Zeralush was a 
modeller or maker of those images then 
worshipped by the Persians, and without 
issue, and extremely poor, yet for the 
goodness, and uprightness of his life, was 
selected by God to be the reputed father 



of the prophet. To effect this purpose, 
an angel was sent to him, who presented 
him a glass of wine, which he persuaded 
turn to drink, and his wife soon after 
conceived and bore a son. 

About this time a tradition led the 
Persians to expect a prophet* who would 
be the founder of a new religion; and as 
the father of. Zeratush had been vain 
enough to boast of his having received 
the glass of wine from the angel, the wise 
men pitched upon his son at the ex¬ 
pected prophet; which coming to Op* 
ears of the king* be ordered the infant to 
be destroyed, but the hands of his de¬ 
stroyers were arrested bj a divine im¬ 
pulse. The infant was then exposed to 
the fury of wild beasts, .hut they did him 
no harm. But this did not convince the 
king of his divine Hussion, and be became 
more enraged,, and ordered the infant to 
1 h* taken to a narrow pass in the mono- 
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and that herds of cattle should be 
drift'll through and over him, with the •' 
flew of trampling him to death; but the 
firs I cow that came carefully placed itself 
over the infant, and continued in that 
posture until the whole had passed. He 
has then thrown, by the king's order, 
into the dames, but came out unhurt. 
The king hating at length become sen¬ 
sible of his dhine origin, and consented 
that he should Kve without farther moles¬ 
tation; but God took him up into heaven, 
until he thought the king and nation 
sufficiently punished for ihcir obstinacy 
aud impiety, when he sent hiiu down 
with the laws; which were adopted with 
to idity by the whole Persian nation, and 
known by the name of the Magian, or 
more properly, the Marian faith. 

1 

This tradition accounts, in- some mea¬ 
sure for the appearance of the two Zoro- 
astars, and also for the respect and veue- 
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ration they show to black cattie, as 
preservers of their prophet. 

Mr. Richardson, in his valuable dissert 
tattoo prefixed to his Dictionary, ob¬ 
serves, “ Tlmt the Parsecs of Guaeret even 
acknowledge, that so far front now pos¬ 
sessing the atttieut books of Zoroaster, 
the} have not so much as a single copy 
saved by their ancestors, from the gene¬ 
ral wreck in the seventh century." I 
shall not pretend to aver that they have, 
or that the Zend Avesta is really tile 
work of Zeratush, but the Paryoea yf 
(iuzeret have become more learned since 
Mr. Richardson wrote, and have spared 
no expence to get books, and other in¬ 
formation, from Persia, relative to their 
religion, Molua JFirnwz* the high priest 
of Bombay, has been in Persia for this 
express purpose, and himself and family 
have adopted the autient dress. 
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^ The great absurdities contained in the 
Zend A vesta, and (he number of Sanscrit 
and Arabic words it contains, has made 
its authenticity doubted; but these opi¬ 
nions do not seem to be well founded, 
many Sanscrit words are found in the 
Latin and Greek, also in the Chinese; 
and all the Tartar and Cossack dialects 
abound with them. 

That they abound in absurdities can¬ 
not be doubted, bat that many of them 
seem to inculcate and impress on the 
minds of tho vulgar some moral duty, is 
evident from tho following fact. Con¬ 
versing with one of their priests about 
the Zend A vesta, I pointed oat to him 
the dialogue between Ormuad and Zoro¬ 
aster, as a specimen of great absurdity; 
to which he agreed. “ Bat this," he said, 
“ must not be taken in aliteral sense; this 
is only meant to impress the necessity of 
ablution, and bodily cleanliness, and in 
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this sense it is understood by us, and k<* 
explained to the people. There are, no 
doubt," he continued, “ great incongrui¬ 
ties in it, but we suppose it to lie the 
work of our prophet Zeratush.” 

I shall now dismiss this subject, and 
say something concerning the present 
work, The Ardai Viraf Nameh, or the 
Itcv elutions of Ardai Viraf. This appears 
to l>e the same work that is mentioned In* 
KichartKon as the work of Ardeshir 
Unbegun, which having been improved 
by Nashirvan the Just, in the sixth .cen¬ 
tury, was sent by him to all governors 
of provinces, os the invariable rule of 
their conduct; and in the illustration of 
this passage he quotes a speech of Arde- 
shir Babcgan, which appears to be taken 
from tlie Ardai Viraf. 

These Revelations, original!y written 
iu the Zend, have been translated into 
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modem Persia, Sanscrit, and into the 
llinduee language of Guzeret, and now,- 
for (lie first time, make their appearance 
in an English dress. 

The present work is taken from three 
versions, in the modom Persian. 

The first, in prose, In - Nash i wan 
Kerinanee. 

The second, in verse, by Zeratnsh 
Birani. 

'I'ilc third, in prose, bj the same. 

There is a slight variation in the text 
of these different versions, but they differ 

f 

in no essential point. Hie poetical v ersion 
is ornamented with drawings, descriptive 
of the different subjects treated on. Oue 
of these drawings has found its way into 
Lord's Account of the Parsecs: into 



Brunt's Mythology; a»d into Maurice's 
Indian Antiquities: it pourtraym* priest 
performing an act of adoratiou before the 
sacred fire, whilst a figure* fcpresentjng 
his soul, is taking its flight to the odes- ‘ 
tial regions. 

The authenticity of this work has ncier 
been doubted, and it is presumed that 

the faithfulness of the translation will 
bear the test of criticism. 

1 cannot conclude without offering my 
best thanks to my esteemed friend Kut- 
terjer Bomnnjee for his assistance, and t6 
Edit Daroo, that learned and benevolent 
priest, by whose means I was enabled to 
make the translation. 
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